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Medal for young maths master
ROSS MOIR

PORTLAND Secondary College 
student Zak Heppenstall is one 
of the top mathematics students 
in Australia and the very best in 
country Victoria.
Last Friday the Year 8 student was at 

Government House in Melbourne to 
received one of 25 medals awarded 
to the top Australian students 

who competed in the Australian 
Mathematics Competition earlier this 
year.
“My teachers decided I might do 

well in (the competition) so they 
entered me,” Zak said.
Zak’s mother Theresa Heppenstall 

said her son has Asperger Syndrome, 
an autism spectrum disorder, which 
is a condition that can enable people 
to excel in certain areas.

Mrs Heppenstall said the college 
had supported Zak extensively and 
“their flexibility of programs has 
been paramount to the success Zak 
has had.”
 “When he was at the special 

school they would give him maths 
worksheets for good behaviour. He’s 
always enjoyed it,” Mrs Heppenstall 
said.

Continued: PAGE 2

PORTLAND Secondary College Year 8 student Zak Heppenstall proudly displays the Australian Mathematics 
Competition medal he won, one of 25 presented to Australian students in Melbourne last Friday.
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CEO in
waiting
for PDH
BILL MELDRUM

PORTLAND District Health’s 
newly-appointed chief executive 
officer has pledged to keep up the 
task of building public confidence in 
the health service.
Christine Giles is set to take over from 

incumbent CEO John O’Neill when he 
officially retires from the position on 
December 31 after 
f i v e - a n d - a - h a l f 
years in the role.
Ms Giles will 

arrive in Portland 
early next year.
Her appointment 

was announced on 
Thursday night at 
the PDH annual 
general meeting 
by PDH board of 
management vice-
president Andrew 
Govanstone.
Mr Govanstone 

described her 
as a person 
who delivered 
an outstanding 
presentation to the 
board.
She is currently 

living at Thursday 
Island in the Torres Strait after a short 
stint as Northern Peninsula Area Health 
Service District CEO.
In that role she had responsibility for 

two hospitals and 22 primary health 
clinics, of which 16 are on islands.
She also spent nine years at North 

East Health at Wangaratta as nursing 
director; and six-and-a-half years at 
Carnarvon (Western Australia) as 
nursing director and manager.
“I will be living in Portland … I 

believe it is important to live in the 
community where you work, and I 
have no intention of living in a large 
city and commuting, I am just not a 
city type person,” she said.
“I do have a background in clinical 

midwifery, having spent 12 years in 
that role.
“I know a fair bit about Portland 

District Health and I do want to build 

links with the community.
“There is a need for the community 

to be re-engaged with PDH, and I 
want to work with the medical staff 
to ensure we are a vibrant, up-to-date 
organisation.”
Meanwhile, Mr O’Neill has described 

the raising of clinical standards of 
care and the expansion of the range 
of services offered, particularly in 

the recruitment of 
visiting surgeons 
and specialists, as 
two achievements 
he was proud of 
during his stint in 
Portland.
“Five years ago 

we had only three 
or four visiting 
surgeons and 
specialists, today we 
have more than 30; 
which is a significant 
indication that 
doctors have 
confidence in the 
organisation,” he 
said.
“We are fortunate 

in Portland … rural 
Victoria has all 
sorts of problems in 
trying to attract GPs, 

five years ago we had a GP shortage, 
now we are in a very fortunate position 
of maybe having too many GPs.”
He said there was one project he would 

have liked to see come to fruition, 
which was still unfinished business.
“I would have liked to have seen 

the helipad at the Ploughed Field 
be completed by now, but the 
requirements required a bit more work 
than we expected when we started on 
this project,” he said.
PDH is expected to submit final details 

on the project to the Glenelg Shire’s 
planning department next week.
Mr O’Neill praised the dedication and 

quality of staff at PDH, saying that out 
of all the organisations he had been the 
CEO of, PDH had the best.
He will retire to Melbourne where he 

has grandchildren and a few racehorses 
to keep him busy.

PDH will have a new CEO in the 
new year, when Christine Giles 
takes over. She pledges to build 
public confidence in the health 
service. Picture: SUPPLIED
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