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Principal’s Report
The last fortnight has flown past and, once again, Portland Secondary College students have
been very busy with many opportunities open for them to partake in. All Year 7 and Year 9
students completed the NAPLAN testing in reading, writing, language conventions and
numeracy, both with and without a calculator. Year 9 students have also completed Career
aptitude testing and all students across the College have taken part in the annual Attitude to
School survey. Students on the Student Representative Council have met and begun their
Leadership Projects to improve the College. Year 10 Biology students travelled to Mount
Richmond to conduct some field studies and Year 11 Legal Studies students visited the local
Magistrates Court to gain an understanding of how court operates. The second round of the
Cross Country was held, and many of our students did very well. Middle and Senior School
football was played in Hamilton, the Re-Engagement students travelled on a team building
excursion to Warrnambool and students visited TAFE as part of a taster Day to see what courses
were available to them in the future. Indonesian students also travelled to Warrnambool to
participate in the Sayembara Lisan Indonesian speaking Competition with many students going
on to the next round to be held in Melbourne.
The next fortnight looks to be just as busy. Year 7 students and some of our senior students will
be involved in National Reconciliation Week, Year 8 students head off to Camp in the
Grampians and, as previously mentioned, some Indonesian students are heading to Melbourne
for the next round of their Indo speaking competition. They will be joined by the Senior Indo
students in Melbourne to participate in the Model UN where they will be required to represent a
world country but have all negotiations completed in Indonesian. Year 10 and 11 Exams are
only a week away and Grade 6 Transition Day will be held on the 5 th of June. Stay tuned…
On another note it has been fantastic to see some Year 8 students showcasing their talents as
part of the $20 Boss Project. Two classes have been undertaking this project which involves
producing a product or service with $20 start ups funds and turning it into something more.
Students have been busy marketing, advertising their wares and selling products as varied as
hedgehog, to hair scrunchies, even dog walking. Further to this, some Year 8 students have
been selected to participate in the Dare to Dream Project, an event which looks at developing
marketing techniques even further and introduces students to careers that they have possibly
never considered or even thought existed.
Finally, I would like to announce that the College’s VCAL students, with the assistance of their
teacher Mr Chris Thomas and Operations Manager Ms Vicki Taylor, were successful
in gaining a 2019 Portland Aluminium Action grant to develop the area under the
shade sails in front of the Global learning Area. As part of this grant the VCAL
students will work with Portland Aluminium employees to install a BBQ, some
seating, a hanging garden and some paths. Work will commence soon!
Patricia Nunan - Acting Principal.

Coming
Events
Regularly check
Newsletters and PSC
website for updates at

www.portlandsc.vic.edu.au
Facebook/
portlandsecondarycollege

Monday 3 June
GWR Cross Country
Warrnambool

Tuesday 4 –7 June
Year 10/11 Exams
Wednesday 5 June
Grade 6 Open Day and
Information Evening
from 6pm.
(Home study day for
current Year 7 & 8
students)
Friday 7 June
- year 10 GAT
- GD Soccer
Monday 10 June
Queen’s Birthday
Holiday
Tuesday 11 June
Year 8 Exams
Wednesday 12 June

Senior Student’s Day

GAT - Senior student’s
day only.

Thursday 13 June
Year 9 Exams
Monday 17 June
- Semester 2 for VCE/
VCAL begins.
- Year 9 Career
Interviews
Friday 28 June
Last day of Term 2

Attention Parents……………..need to know more
about Compass Student Manager?
Take the opportunity to learn more about Compass.
Lessons & enquiries for Parents are available from the
General Office.

New Facebook Page .…..
The Portland Secondary College Facebook page is a popular way for parents and students to keep up
to date with what’s happening at PSC — upcoming events, news items and daily activities.

We have now created a new Facebook page called PSC 2nd Hand School Items For Sale
where parents and students can buy and sell secondhand uniform items. You must request to join the page as a member pending approval.
Please contact the school if you require more information regarding this page.

Recently the members of the Student Representative
Council completed a Leadership Training Day.
Throughout the morning students worked through a
number of team building activities and then got down
to the business of planning projects. Students
discussed the qualities necessary to become a good
leader, looked at possible improvements for Portland
Secondary College and established a set of meeting
protocols. The SRC has split into three main groups
with each group taking a slightly different approach to
their projects which all revolve around healthy eating
and a healthy life style. Stay tuned for more news from
the SRC.
By Makeely Kindred—Secretary SRC.

SRC Meeting Protocols
All meetings to be governed by the College’s
core values of Respect, Success, Resilience and
Creativity

All meetings to have a set start and finish
time.

Expected attendees to be listed on the
agenda.

Attendance to be recorded on the
minutes.

Apologies must be given in advance to
person leading the meeting prior to the
meeting.

Agenda to be clear, focussed, with times
allocated to each agenda item.

No headphones or phones on during
meetings.

Agenda to run from most important to
least important.

Opportunities created to allow all
students to have a voice.

Time allowed between big decisions and
the vote to allow information to be
further considered.

All members to be respectful, active
listeners.

Meetings posted on the COMPASS
newsfeed.

Fifty Portland Secondary College Year 9 & 10 students visited South West TAFE, Sherwood Park
Campus last Friday to learn and try Vocational Education.
There were a variety of vocations to try including:


Sport & Recreation



Hospitality



Building



Plumbing



Make-up



Hairdressing and others.

On the way we stopped in at the Warrnambool Art Gallery to visit
the Paul Jennings exhibition.

Below are some comments made by the students:


The excursion today was a wonderful experience and a great
small glimpse into university life—Milly.



It was good—Heidi.



I enjoyed the variety of classes it had to offer—Zahn.



I liked the Agriculture class—Lachlyn.



I enjoyed today it was great fun—Jamo. A



Today was good the classes were fun—Jamo. P



I enjoyed learning about the different technology they use in
health—Elijah.



Gooooood—Will.



It was great, I got a lot out of it—Chad.



I enjoyed it, I am going to do Nursing—Jords.



I had a great day, automotives was good—Declan.



Was educational, great experience to have for later choices—Holly L.



I enjoyed this experience, can we do it again? - Levi.



I enjoyed trying VR for the first time—Cooper.



It was a great learning experience for later life—Jayke.



It was great, I did Make-up and it was fun to try out—Molly B.



It was fun, the food was good—Milly V.



I really liked the Digital Media—Shannon J.



It was good fun and a little bit helpful—Thomas J.

Suzanne Patterson - MIPS/Careers Dev.
Coord/Koorie Liaison Officer.

Last Monday, Yr 10 biology students travelled to Mt Richmond National Park for a field Ecology excursion. Students completed a lap of the 1.5km Benwarrin nature walk before splitting into smaller groups at different sites
along the walk where they then undertook an in-depth investigation into the natural community of their location.

Miss Donna Jennings, Mrs Lauren Logan and
Miss Mara Satins—Yr 10 Biology Teachers.
Mandie Pethybridge—Laboratory Technician.

Bullying in Schools continues to be a hot topic in the media and
one which we take very seriously at Portland Secondary College.
While we don’t profess to have all the answers, I would like to reassure parents that we
are working proactively to both minimise bullying and to educate students on ways to
best deal with bullying.
Late in Term 1, the whole school completed a range of activities around bullying,
cybercrime, gossiping, sexting and inappropriate behaviour online as part of the
National Day of Action – Bullying No Way! Day.



Year 10 students were asked to complete a number of short activities based
around gossip and spreading rumours.



Students discovered that the definition of gossip is ‘casual or unconstrained
conversation or reports about other people, typically involving details which are
not confirmed as being true.’ They also discovered that a large part of
conversations between students is gossip but that gossiping can be positive and
negative. Sometimes a gossip can relieve stress, foster self-improvement and
provide a reality check. Gossiping can also encourage cooperation and allow a
forum for someone to verbalise what is bugging them. On the negative side,
gossip can be isolating, hurtful and lead you to break promises. You can develop a
sense of mistrust from others and it can be bad karma. You can end up spreading
lies and it generally has a negative impact on someone.



The students discovered the hardest thing about gossip is understanding whether
it is likely to be positive or negative as most people don’t take the time to make
this assessment before passing it on. Basically the students concluded that if
gossip they have heard seems silly, incredulous or hard to believe, then it probably
is untrue and should not be passed on.

PSC takes bullying and gossiping very seriously. Only by working closely with
parents can we continue to tackle this issue. If you have any concerns,
please contact Jo Kindred, Assistant Principal at the College.
Jo Kindred — Assistant Principal.

60 Seconds
with……..
Name and Role: Philip Henderson
- Maths and Science Teacher.
What do you enjoy most about
working for the Education Department?
Working with students who are interested and
curious.
What would be a highlight to date of your time
at PSC?

Everytime a student says ‘I think I get it now’.
If Hollywood made a movie about your life, who
would play the lead?
WALL-E (the animated robot).
What would the movie be called?

Life: a ‘How To’ guide for engineers.
Do you have pets?

No - just 3 bikes.
What was the last book you read?
Control Systems Engineering - Norman Nise. (it’s a
textbook).
If you had to be shipwrecked on a deserted island, but all your human needs—such as food
and water were taken care of, what two items
would you want to have with you?
Bicycle and my cello.
You’ve travelled and seen lots of places, which
would you most like to return to?

Wilpena Pound (Flinders Ranges),
If you invited your Mentor Group to your house
for dinner, what would you cook?
Sweet potato and pesta pasta—they’re a tough
crowd to please, but at least I would enjoy it!
What makes you smile?
Terrible jokes.

National Reconciliation Week 2019
Each year National Reconciliation Week celebrates and builds on the respectful relationships shared
by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other Australians.
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.
The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These dates commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High Court Mabo
decision respectively.
Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider Australian community, and
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
This year Portland Secondary College will be involved in a number of events to recognise, celebrate
and educate our students to continue to foster these respectful relationships and improve our overall
shared knowledge.
On Monday 27th May some Senior School Leadership representatives will attend the opening event for
National Reconciliation Week 2019 to be held on country at the Tyrendarra Indigenous Protected Area
where they will hear from guest speakers for the Youth Reconciliation project, watch a screening of
‘Demystifying History- Indigenous culture in the Glenelg Shire’, witness the welcome to country and
smoking ceremony and Australian Citizenship ceremony.
During the week all students will be involved in a project as part of their Mentor program where they
will explore an ‘Acknowledgement of Country’. Students will explore what an Acknowledgement of
Country means, why it is important and how it can be made meaningful and relevant to the school
community.
On Friday all of our Year 7s will be attending the National Reconciliation Week 2019 community event
at the Civic Hall. Year 12 student Prentice Ropitini has the honour of being the MC for this event and
will also be delivering a speech. Here they will witness the traditional smoking ceremony, Winda-Mara
dancers, welcome to country, student speeches, youth project presentation and special guest speaker
Peter Robinson, Melbourne Storm past player and current Player Development Officer.
While we endeavor to be a culturally aware school community at all times, we also acknowledge the
importance of celebrating and strengthening our relationships during this significant week for all Australians.
Ms Kirsten Mitchell

Assistant Principal: Junior School.

11 Biology students presenting their
human digestion models. Working in
small groups, each group member had to
research a part of the digestive system—
mouth, stomach, small intestine, large
intestine, rectum and anus. Each group
then had to explain and physically act out
the digestion of different foods as they
moved along the digestive tract to
classmates.

Mrs Cheryl Edwards—11 Biology Teacher
By Mandie Pethybridge—Laboratory Technician

As part of Portland Secondary College’s
approach to Career Education, Year 9 students
took part in aptitude testing.

The Year 9 cohort sat this testing
today and they will follow up
individual interviews later in the year,
to discuss their results and possible
career opportunities – they also
revisited their Career Action plans on
Compass, and participated in some
skill building games.

Suzanne Patterson MIPS/Careers Development
Co-ord & Koorie Liaison Officer.

Professional Development
Professional development is an important component of working in education to ensure we continue to
support students to achieve in a supportive and inclusive environment. Portland Secondary College
hosted Inclusive Classrooms workshop at the Portland Civic Centre on the 7 th May. Many schools from
the district attended to have a greater understanding of how to support all students in the school
community. Horsham Special School Principal Matt Copping and Assistant Principal Bec Talbot
facilitated the workshop regarding how the brain works, inclusive practice in the classroom,
understanding the student and how they learn,
and understanding additional needs.
The following day Matt and Bec ran a session for
ES staff from Portland Secondary
College, Portland North Primary School
and Bayview.
Christine Hart - PSD & Student Support

Well done Tilly….
In last week’s newsletter we reported on Tilly
Shand who has been receiving great results in
equestrian. In case you missed it, Tilly recently
competed in the 2019 Horseware Australia
Victorian Interschool Equestrian State Championships between 10-14th April held at the
Werribee Park National Equestrian Centre.
She came 2nd in the Speed Round, fourth in
Two phase, and her final round was clear followed by a jump off which she would have
won as she had the fastest time but she
knocked over the last pole and, as a result,
was placed 5th Overall in the Championship.

Tilly then backed up this performance on May
the 11th at the Hamilton Alexandra College
Western District Inter-school Equestrian
Championships. Riding her horse Scotty,
whose full name is Tanglewood Park Mascot, Tilly placed second overall in her age
group. Tilly finished with 25 points gaining 10
points for Equitation Showjumping and coming in first place, 8 points for Dressage Test
(2nd place) and 7 points in Rider Class (3r
place) and finishing just 3 points behind the
overall winner.
Well Done Tilly these results are outstanding.
We look forward to hearing about your future
achievements.

Snapshots from the
Greater Districts Cross
Country event recently.
Results next page.

Above – Lachie Warburton of Year 10

PSC Cross
Country
Champions
Girls
13 - Sarah Brugman
14 - Abby Smith
15 - Tilly Shand
16 - Elli Aitken
Boys
13 – Kodi Jones
14 – Darcy Campbell
15 – Sam Peck
16 – Tyler Osborne-Cox

Inter-school Cross Country
Champions
Girls
14 – Abby Smith 1st
16 – Elli Aitken 1st
15 – Tilly Shand 3rd

Well done to all students
who participated in the PSC
Cross Country and all students who represented the
school at the Inter-School
Cross Country.
Emily Gorey HPE PLAT Leader,
Sporting
Carnivals &
Active Programs
Coordinator.

Senior Football
th

14 May (Division 1 Herald Sun Shield)

The Senior boys won all 3 games against Hamilton Alexandra College,
Monivae & Baimbridge, even though they got off to a slow start they
continued improving all day coming away Champions!
They had a huge second game win against Monivae after fighting back
and a couple of goals sealed by Prentice & Luke.

Better players for the day were Jai Langenberg and followed closely by
Josh Stiles who unfortunately got injured.
The boys now await to play the winner of the Hampden League winners,
Well Done boys this is a fantastic achievement!

Interschool Football
21st May (Bob Templeton Shield)
The Year 9/10 boys were straight off the bus and onto the field for their
first match against Hamilton Alexandra College, unfortunately going
down. In the next matches against Monivae & Baimbridge the boys had
their game running well capturing wins in both.
Unfortunately you never know how the day is going to pan out with 3
sides having two wins, 1 loss by the end the day so it came down to
percentage between them all – the boys are claiming equal second.
Overall the boys put in a great team effort with Lachie Warburton
awarded the better player for Portland Secondary College.
Thank you to the Year 8 boys Darcy, Harvey, Ethan and Andy who helped
out with goal and boundary umpiring, water over the two events.
Thanks also to Mr Elijah and Mr White for coaching.

What’s On!

To all interested drama enthusiasts. Age 15 -18.
THEATRE GROUP will pay half the cost for 3 students to attend
this Melbourne camp. Please contact Jan Colliver 55265264 or
email: secretary@portlandcema.org.au if you are interested and
would like more details. You will be required to write a short
application letter and attend an interview very soon.

Ration Challenge
Students and staff at PSC will be doing the ‘Ration Challenge’ during
Refugee Week on 16-23 June. We’ll eat the same rations as a Syrian
refugee – just a small amount of rice, flour, lentils, chickpeas, beans,
fish and oil – for a week and get sponsored to do it. We have a fundraising goal of $3,000, and the money we raise will provide food,
medicine and education for refugees. Interested in sponsoring a
student – or participating in the challenge yourself? Contact Ms
McGrory for more details mcgrory.jane.j@edumail.vic.gov.au .

You can also follow the PSC team as we work together our fundraising target at https://school.rationchallenge.org.au/portlandsecondary-college
Jane McGrory — Program Coordinator.

School
Production is
back!
After a year off, the production
team is back bigger and better
than ever! This year's theme is
Superheroes and casting has
just been finalised. The 2019
Portland Secondary College
Production will be held in week
7 of term three.
Performances will be at the
Portland Arts Centre at 7.30pm
with a cost of $10 a ticket.
We will provide lots of exciting
information and photographs as
rehearsals get under way.
Please mark your calendars with
these dates and keep them
free!
Wednesday 28th, Thursday 29th
and Friday 30th August SCHOOL PRODUCTION!

Canteen Roster

Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund —
payment arrangements for
2019

















The Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund (CSEF) has
changed to a Term one
application process and payment
cycle from 2019.
The changed timing of the
program provides a better
alignment with school budgeting
and administrative processes and
will give families certainty at the
beginning of the year regarding
CSEF eligibility.
Applications for the CSEF program
will open from the commencement of Term one 2019 helping
to ensure that all eligible students
are able to participate in school
trips and sporting activities.
Families holding a valid meanstested concession card are
eligible to apply. A special
consideration category also
exists.
A payment of $225 for eligible
secondary school students will be
paid directly to the school to be
used towards camps, sports and
excursion costs for the benefit of
the student.
The Camps, Sports and Excursion
Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for
important, educational and fun
activities.
This initiative is part of making
Victoria the Education State and
the Government’s commitment to
breaking the link between a
student’s background and their
outcomes.
Application forms are available
from the General Office.

Tue 28 May

10am - 1.30pm

Help Needed Please

Wed 29 May

10am - 1.30pm

Help Needed Please

Thurs 30 May

10am - 1.30pm

Help Needed Please

Fri 31 May

10am - 1.30pm

Help Needed Please

Mon 1 June

10am - 1.30pm

Help Needed Please

Tue 2 June

10am - 1.30pm

Help Needed Please

Wed 3 June

10am - 1.30pm

Help Needed Please

Thurs 4 June

10am - 1.30pm

Help Needed Please

Fri 5 June

10am - 1.30pm

Help Needed Please

Mon 10 June

10am - 1.30pm

Queen’s Birthday Holiday

Drop your Earn and Learn
stickers off at PSC….
Portland Secondary College will once again be part of
the Woolworths Earn N Learn
program which starts on 1st May.
Parents, students and community
members can drop off their
stickers and forms into the boxes
in Woolworths or bring them to
school foyer.

Visiting Parents
All parents and visitors to the College are asked to report to
the General Office immediately they enter the school grounds
via Fawthrop Street only.
The Office staff will then locate the staff member or student
you wish to speak to. Please do not wander around the
grounds.

Wise and Witty Words.

Science is organised knowledge, wisdom is organised life.
EFTPOS is available for your convenience at the General Office.

Mission Statement
To develop creative, articulate, respectful and resourceful young
people able to contribute positively to the global community.
Must Street Portland 3305
Phone: 55 231344
Fax: 55 234449

(P.O. Box 452)

E-mail: portland.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
Web Site: www.portlandsc.vic.edu.au
EFTPOS details. BSB: 313140 Acc: 12067508 Bank: Bank Melbourne

