
 

Coming 

Events 
 

Regularly check        

Newsletters and PSC 

website for updates at 

www.portlandsc.vic.edu.au 

Facebook/

portlandsecondarycollege 

 

TONIGHT Monday 19 

August 

PSC Information Night 

for 2020 (see headline, 

and information in our 

last Newsletter). 

 

Wednesday 21 August 

- Course Selection Day 

for Yrs 9, 10 & 11. 

- Home study day for Yrs 

7 & 8 and 12 VCAL. 

- Normal classes for Yr 

12. 

 

Mon 26th until Fri 30 

August 

Healthy Lifestyle Week 

 

Wed 28 Thurs 29 & Fri 

30 August 

School Production at 

PAC  

Tickets $10 each 

7.30pm start 

 

Monday 2 September 

RMIT  STEM  

Years 9 — 11 

 

Monday 16 September 

-GWR Athletics  - Ballarat 

- Year 7 Vaccinations 

 

Tuesday 17 September 

Parent/teacher/Student 

Interviews Year 7—11 

 

Principal’s Report 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community members, 

Ms Belinda Bothe has taken extended leave to receive treatment for a recently diagnosed illness.  We 

are very appreciative of the extensive groundwork that she has put in place to ensure continuity for 

student learning and for her role as the Assistant Principal of the Senior School. We wish her all the 

best as she undergoes her treatment. 

 We have continued a ‘love-hate’ relationship with mobile phones. There has been significant 

disruption to student learning due to use of social media in particular. We feel the ramifications 

amongst students even though most of this occurs out of school.  We ask families to continue 

discussions with students about responsible use of the devices. 

I feel that there needs to be clarification around the Re-engagement Campus. The alternative setting 

was an innovation to accommodate students who were having difficulty engaging with education in a 

regular classroom or for those who would benefit from a small group, hands on learning which also 

involved linking with the community and the area that they lived in. Contrary to what some rumours 

say it is not a ‘drop out centre’.  Students have graduated from Re-engagement for Higher Education 

at University and TAFE, left for employment and apprenticeships or returned to the Must Street 

campus to study.  We are proud that Portland Secondary College endeavours to meet student 

individual needs and of what our Re-engagement students achieve. 

Tenders are being called for soon to reassess the traffic in the College vicinity.  I am horrified at the 

number of students who cross Must Street in front of the school without using the 

school crossing. The congestion in the mornings, especially after 8.30am, plus the jay 

walkers makes for an accident waiting to happen. Please be careful in this area in 

particular.    

             Patricia Nunan - Acting Principal. 
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Creating the Opportunities   

PSC Information Night tonight 
in the Gym at 7pm. 

For all current Year 9, 10 & 11 
students and parents. 



 

 

SECONDARY SCHOOL ENROLMENT PRIVACY                       

COLLECTION STATEMENT  

Privacy information for parents, guardians and carers 
 

During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your 

child’s personal and health information when necessary to educate your child, or to support your 

child’s social and emotional wellbeing or health. Such information will also be collected when           

required to fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care, anti-discrimination law and occupational 

health and safety law. If that information is not collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal 

education or support to your child, or fulfil those legal obligations. 

 

For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare officer or 

wellbeing staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health service at school, such as a         

Student Support Service officer, or school-engaged psychologist, the required consent will be            

obtained.  

 

Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to collect and manage information 

about your child. When our school uses these online tools, we takes steps to ensure that your child’s 

information is secure. These online tools enable our school to efficiently and effectively manage      

important information about your child and also to communicate with you. If you have any concerns 

about the use of these online tools, please contact us. 

 

School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who need to 

know to enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal obligation. 

 

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health information 

about that student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this information is in the best 

interests of our students and assists that next school to provide optimal education and support to  

students. 

 

In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside of 

the Department of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for such disclosures 

unless the disclosure allowed or mandated by law. 

 

Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and health  

information, all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more information about          

privacy including about how to access personal and health information held by the school about you 

or your child, see our school’s privacy policy: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/

schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx  

 

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, youth 

workers, social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other staff  

at our school. This includes employees, agents and service providers (contractors) of the  

Department, whether paid or unpaid. 

                Patricia Nunan — Acting Principal. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx


 

Get your              

tickets from 

the          

General     

Office at 

school  

or at  

the door. 

$10 each. 



 

This semester 7A,B, and C 

began their studies in   

Science.  They have been 

learning about safety in 

the science room, differ-

ent equipment and tech-

niques used in science 

practicals, and problem 

solving. 

By Mandie Pethybridge—Laboratory Technician 

Yr 7 Science classroom teachers: Mrs Michelle Anderson (7B), Mr Brian Healy (7A)

and Mr Philip Henderson (7C). 



 

By Mandie Pethybridge 

—Laboratory Technician 

Miss Jennings’ Yr. 12 Biology   

students have been looking at 

evolution and natural selection.  

Miss Shiel’s Yr.11 Physics class 

are designing their own pracs to 

investigate Newton’s laws. 

Miss Jennings’ Yr.10 Chemistry 

class looking at endothermic 

and exothermic reactions. 

Mrs Bothe’s Yr.12 Chemistry 

class recently made their own 

ester for their practical SAC. 



 

Suzanne Patterson  -  

MIPS/Careers Dev. 

Coord/Koorie Liaison 

Officer. 

Ten of our year 11 students participated in some Market research about further education – they were reward-
ed with a free lunch and a $30 gift card. 
Twig Marketing, a Shepparton-based marketing services company, has been commissioned by Deakin University 
Warrnambool to conduct market research with year 11 students on options for study in regional areas. The goal 
of the research is to understand what  students know and think about  regional university options. 
Students usually find the process of involvement in focus groups to be interesting and rewarding, as topics re-
volve around an understanding of what drives their plans for their futures. All feedback from students for the 
project will be de-identified. 

Pictured are Year 10 students placing their prenatal development posters for display in T8. We are          
currently creating brochures on prenatal diseases. Students have devised the assessment    
methods for these brochures, and are currently working in pairs to assess other's work. Friday 
16th August, we visited the Portland District Health Maternity Ward, where we got to meet a 
newborn baby, and discuss the details of childbirth, post natal care and prena-
tal testing with the staff at PDH. 

Paul White -  

Health & P.E. 

         

Child Studies Update 



 



 

 

From 17-23 August 2019 we will be celebrating CBCA Book Week with a number of activities including quizzes, 

book title Pictionary, a bookmark design competition, a lucky borrower raffle and a dress up competition. The theme 

for book week this year is ‘Reading is my super power’ and it would be great to have lots of students involved in the 

activities to be held during the week. 

The dress up day will be held on Thursday the 22
nd

 August. We’d love to see lots of staff and students dressing up 

and participating in the parade. The prize parade will be held in the library at recess, so come along in your book-

inspired finery for the chance to win a prize. Just remember that if you have a practical class you will need to make 

sure you have the correct shoes for the class. If students are not dressing for book week, they should be in full 

school uniform. 

The CBCA Book of the Year Awards Winner and Honour Books will be announced on Friday 16 August and CBCA 

Book Week commences the following day. We have many of these books on display (the ones that aren’t out on 

loan!) and these are available for borrowing.  



 



 

Doctors in Secondary Schools at Portland Secondary College 

Wednesdays at the Doctors Pod. 

Appointments can be made via Welfare Office, Student Services, DISS@portlandsc.vic.gov.au any 

time of the week, or visit the Doctors Pod on Wednesdays to make an appointment. Talk to Michelle 

Cables, Tania Beard or Mrs Hart if you have any questions about the service. 

Portland Secondary College has been supporting the successful Doctors in Secondary Schools 

(DISS) program since 2017. Previously PSC have conducted feedback and surveys and this will         

occur soon. There will be an opportunity for parents, staff and students to be involved in this            

process, and a flyer will be in later newsletters to inform of the dates and logins.  

Christine Hart -  

PSD & Student Support Coordinator PSC. 

New Facebook Page .….. 
The Portland Secondary College  Facebook page is a popular way 

for parents and students to keep up to date with what’s               

happening at PSC — upcoming events, news items and daily         

activities. 

We have now created a new Facebook page called PSC 2nd Hand 

School Items For Sale where parents and students can buy and 

sell second hand uniform items.  You must request to join the 

page as a member pending approval.  

Please contact the school if you require more infor-

mation regarding this page. 

Attention                          

Parents! 

Need to know 
more about           

Compass Student                     

Manager? 

Take the opportunity to learn 

more about Compass.  

Lessons & enquiries for             

Parents are available from the 

General Office. 

Students Required to Leave  Early 

Sometimes it is necessary for Parents/Guardians to pick up a child early from school. 

If this needs to happen please ring before coming to collect your child and we will endeavour to 

have them waiting for you. 

If this is a pre-organised appointment please send a note with your child detailing the time of the 

appointment so they can show their teacher/office staff and be waiting for you in the foyer. 

Whilst we understand that emergencies do occur and this may not always be possible we 

would appreciate at least half an hour’s notice. 

Ideally it would be better to make appointments either side of school hours. 

 



 

Mission Statement 

To develop creative, articulate, respectful and resourceful young 

people able to contribute positively to the global community. 

Must Street Portland 3305     (P.O. Box 452)     

Phone:  55 231344               

Fax: 55 234449 

E-mail:    portland.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Web Site:      www.portlandsc.vic.edu.au 

EFTPOS details. BSB:  313140   Acc: 12067508 Bank:  Bank Melbourne 

Wise and Witty Words. 

Be a game changer, the world has enough followers! 

EFTPOS is available for your convenience at the General Office. 

Camps, Sports and          

Excursions Fund —           
payment arrangements for 

2019 
 

 The Camps, Sports and             

Excursions Fund (CSEF) has 

changed to a Term one             

application process and payment 

cycle from 2019. 

 The changed timing of the          

program provides a better          

alignment with school budgeting 

and administrative processes and 

will give families certainty at the 

beginning of the year regarding 

CSEF eligibility. 

 Applications for the CSEF program 

will open from the commence-

ment of Term one 2019 helping 

to ensure that all eligible students 

are able to participate in school 

trips and sporting activities. 

 Families holding a valid means-

tested concession card are        

eligible to apply. A special           

consideration  category also      

exists. 

 A payment of $225 for eligible      

secondary school students will be 

paid directly to the school to be 

used towards camps, sports and 

excursion costs for the benefit of 

the student. 

 The Camps, Sports and Excursion 

Fund helps ensure that no stu-

dent will miss out on the oppor-

tunity to join their classmates for 

important, educational and fun 

activities. 

 This initiative is part of making       

Victoria the Education State and 

the Government’s commitment to  

breaking the link between a         

student’s background and their   

outcomes. 

 Application forms are available 

from the General Office. 

Canteen Roster 

Tue 20 August  10am -   1.30pm             Help Needed Please 

Wed 21 August  10am -   1.30pm  Help Needed Please 

Thurs 22 August  10am -   1.30pm  Help Needed Please 

Fri  23 August  10am -   1.30pm  Help Needed Please 

Mon 26 August  10am  -  1.30pm  Help Needed Please 

Tue  27 August  10am  -  1.30pm  Help Needed Please 

Wed 28 August  10am  -  1.30pm  Help Needed Please 

Thurs 29 August  10am  -  1.30pm  Help Needed Please 

Fri 30 August  10am  -  1.30pm  Help Needed Please 

Mon 2 September 10am  -  1.30pm  Help Needed Please 

Did you know that       

arriving to school 

half an hour late 

each day is                      

equivalent to missing 

over 16 days of 

school in one year? 


