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Monday 20th JULY 2020

Creating the Opportunities

Principal’s Report
Dear parents, carers and community members,

We are back to as ‘normal’ as we can be when a sense
of uncertainty is still pervading our community. We are
concentrating on what we can do whenever possible.






Year 10 psychology class.

Visitors and parents are still restricted from coming to school.
Hand sanitising is available
Social distancing practiced between staff and between students subject to room.
Students use their own water bottle.
Staying at home if there are any symptoms of colds or flu. Only Melbourne schools are
doing temperature checks on all students at this stage. Thank you to the parents who
keep their student home if they are unwell or who have come into collect their student
when contacted.

Coming
Events
Regularly check
Newsletters and PSC
website for updates at

www.portlandsc.vic.edu.au
Facebook/
portlandsecondarycollege

We anticipate that we will not be returning to remote learning unless we have local outbreaks or
the Melbourne lockdown does not contain the virus. While we play the ‘wait and see’ game, we
can convince ourselves that we are learning resilience and patience which are both worthwhile
qualities to develop. We can be grateful that we are back together and make the most of being
at school. Our thoughts are with the Melbourne staff, students and parents however.

Tuesday 4 August
Staff Professional
Development Day
(Students not required
at school).

I am confining myself to my office as much as possible and practising strict social distancing as
it has been highly recommended that people my age work from home. I miss being in the
classrooms and talking to students about their learning and the staff about their teaching. A big
thank you to all those who wave to me through the window.

Wednesday 5 August
Course Selection
Handbooks available
online.

The COVID 19 experience has emphasised how important schools are for providing
opportunities for human interaction. These interactions can be positive, negative and variable.
It is excellent training for how to get on with people from different backgrounds with different
points of view. These are learned behaviours and unfortunately we had some students who did
not practice good choices at the end of second term. It was a time when everyone was tired and
we had to readjust to being back at school after an incredibly long break from routine. It is
pleasing to see that this term has started more smoothly.
The biggest hiccup that we had at the start of term was the flooding of the GLC (Global learning
Centre) on Saturday night which put a few classrooms out of action as the flooring was dried
out.
Take care and stay safe.
Portland Secondary College welcomes new
staff members Jordan Vorbeek (new to the
Humanities Team) and Suzie Grant (new to
the Integration Team).

Patricia Nunan—Principal.

Monday 17 August
Series of short videos
regarding subject
selection released to
students and parents
to view at home.
Wednesday 19 August
Course selection
session/interview at
school for Year 9.
Thursday 20 August
Course selection
session/interview at
school for Year 10.
Friday 21 August
Course selection
session/interview at
school for Year 11.
Tuesday 1 September
Final day for Course
Selections to be made.

Course Selection for 2021
Covid – 19 restrictions have changed the way we do things in 2020 and Course
Selection will be greatly impacted by crowd number regulations. We will not be able to
hold a traditional Course Information Evening, nor a subject expo in the gymnasium
and parents will not be able to enter the College to have individual conversations about
career options and subject pathways. So Course Selection and Information Night is
going digital!
On Monday the 17th of August, a series of short videos explaining the pathways for
students will be released for parents and students to view at home. These videos will
cover the transition and subject selection from one year level to the next and will also
outline the blended learning options for students including VCAL. Course selection
handbooks will be available on the Website from the 5th of August, and in line with our
sustainability policy, these should be downloaded, not printed. Students will attend
some sessions about course selection at school and the current Year levels of 9, 10
and 11 will have a day where scheduled interviews will occur with Mentors via MS
Teams. Year 9 students will have their day on Wednesday the 19th of August, Year 10
will be on the following day, the 20th of August and current Year 11 students will have
their interviews on Friday the 21st of August. During these meetings, students will be
given their access code to make their selections online. Students will remain at home
on their day and at a set time, will be contacted by their Mentor via MS Teams. If
students do not attend these meetings they run the risk of not getting their preferred
subject choices for next year.
All students will be asked to make their selections by the 1st of September.
Jo Kindred - Assistant Principal.

Uniform Purchases during COVID 19
Restrictions
Before purchasing any uniform item at school, please take note of the size of your
existing jumper, jacket etc. so you can purchase your new item. Being able to try on
uniforms at school is not an option for the duration of COVID restrictions.
If the size is unsuitable, and in new condition, you will be able to exchange the item.

School for Student Leadership Program
On Sunday 19th July, Maddi Blay, Makeely Kindred, Poppy Lane, Mason Sparks, Thomas
Hamilton, Holly Pauwels & Lily Davis will be attending the School for Student Leadership
Program at the Gnurad-Gundidj Campus. The school for Student Leadership is a Victorian
Department of Education and Training school that specialises in leadership education for
students in year 9.
Students apply to attend the program through a process that links their application to a
proposed Community Learning Project (CLP). The CLP is the curriculum thread that runs in an
adjoining and continuous manner through the program. It provides the purpose for attendance
and the motivation for departure. Students symbolically are wedded to their projects, which aim
to deliver an action outcome of their learning into their home communities.
I’d like to wish these students farewell and good luck as they embark on a 9 week journey. We
are looking forward to hearing about their experience and developing their Community Learning
Project in Term 4.
Matthew Powell—Middle
School Assistant Principal.

Pictured: Makayla Brabham, Brooke Cain, Liam Cook and Logan Edwards
play a Positive Psychology edition of Monopoly.

Yr 10 Psychology
The Year 10 Psychology
elective finished up at the
end of term with some
active revision of key
concepts. They shared
gimkit quizzes, created
games, made word finds to
revise key terms.

Pictured: Lucy Burns and Amber Cachia work
on their revision game

.

Ms.Walsh would like to say
thank you and wish them all
the best in the future.
Pictured: Sarsha Crone teaching
Ms.Walsh how to use Gimkit.

Year 9

Last term, Miss Jennings’ 9D Science class
were set the challenge of designing an
earthquake-resistant building. Their
designs had to be at least 60cm tall, the
base no wider than 30 x 30cm, cost less
than $60 to build and we constructed from
spaghetti ($1 per 10cm)and plasticine ($1
per gram). It could not be attached to the
table in any way and had to withstand a
simulated 10 second earthquake.

WINNERS!!

By Mandie Pethybridge— Laboratory Technician
9D Science Teacher— Miss Donna Jennings

Term 3, Week 1
This week we had a look into one of 8Bs Maths
class. We did a Scavenger Hunt and we measured
the volume, area and height of the objects we
found. Everyone was participating in trying to find
all the objects before the 25mins ran out. We are
glad to see everyone back at school! Stay safe and
don’t forget to wash your hands!
8B Captains

Year 7C completed an artwork following
one of Bob Ross’ YouTube tutorials using
acrylic paint.
Lainey Beavis — Art Teacher.

In the last three weeks of Term 2 Year 9 Fabric and Fashion students had only had
three weeks to complete a sewn garment. Using durable denim, students chose from a
wide variety of decorative options to make and decorate an apron unique to them.
The process included using the sewing machine for construction and encouraged
learning new skills and decision making throughout the design process to express and
explore their creativity to embellish their apron.
Catherine Francis—Art/Textiles teacher.

At the end of Term 2 Year 8 Textiles students experienced the ancient technique of tiedyeing. They completed three samples where they displayed their ability to fold, twist,
pleat, and bind the fabric with rubber bands or string to resist the dye to make interesting patterns. Students then made a choice of pattern and colours to tie-dye a T-shirt.

Catherine Francis — Art Teacher.

Year 10’s enjoying the final
class of their 2D Art elective.
The students have been
working on Lino and Dry Point
Etchings and have made a
display for students to view in
the art foyer.

Lainey Beavis - Art Teacher.

Year 7-The Week ThaT iT’s been
Year 7 Last week fun…(from Term 2)
7B rocking it off in their last Humanities class for the term! They had a blast acting out traditional
Indigenous Dreamtime stories. The Rainbow Serpent, Tiddalick the Frog, How the Koala got it’s
stumpy tail and more!
7D are working hard programming 3-D printers to make cool 3-D printed signs. Some students were
daring enough to try building a shelf out of wood! They have been focusing on rebate joints and that
knowledge has come in handy when building organisers out of wood.
We hope everyone had a good last week and enjoyed the school holidays!
Thank you so much 7B.

With us moving into the flu season and the spotlight on COVID-19, it is timely to remind
everyone that the best defence against bacteria and viruses is to wash your hands regularly when dirty, before eating and after using the toilet.
Nicky Grayson
Adolescent Health Nurse

Attention all Parents!
Local Police are concerned about the following car parking issues in Fawthrop and Must Street:


Parents please do not park in the ‘No Standing’ zone in Fawthrop Street, large fines apply.



Please do not drop off/pick up your child whilst travelling through the angled car park area.



Students should not be running across the road, ducking and weaving through traffic to be
collected on the other side of the road.



Allow enough space either side of the school flags in Must Street; it is an offence to park too
close to school crossings.

Student safety
on school bus
services

Attention
Parents!

School buses and public transport are
essential services and are available for
students who need to travel.
When traveling on a school bus your
child should:


sit next to their siblings if possible



practise good hygiene including
using hand sanitiser and covering
mouth and nose with a tissue to
cough, or otherwise into their
elbow.

ENTRY TO
SCHOOL ONLY
WITH PRIOR
APPOINTMENT.

Students must stay home if they are
unwell.

Student entry
accepted.

2019 School Magazine
(Year Book)
There are still a few 2019 Magazines available
to purchase from last year if you missed out.

Thank you for your
support.

They are available from the general office
$20.00 each.

Wise and Witty Words.
Don’t major in minor things.

EFTPOS is available for your convenience at the General Office.

Mission Statement
To develop creative, articulate, respectful and resourceful young
people able to contribute positively to the global community.

Must Street Portland 3305
Phone: 55 231344

(P.O. Box 452)

E-mail: portland.sc@education.vic.gov.au
Web Site:
www.portlandsc.vic.edu.au
EFTPOS details. BSB: 313140 Acc: 12067508 Bank: Bank Australia

