
 

     Principal’s Report             

         
The NAIDOC message this year of “Always was, Always will be” attests to the longevity 

and resilience of the culture of the Aboriginal people in Australia. Several times this year 

we have wondered whether we would come out of this year on the other side and what 

the future would look like. We can draw inspiration from the First Nation’s people who 

have endured much more to be the oldest living culture on Earth. We will celebrate 

NAIDOC week on Friday. It is a casual dress day with a gold coin donation. 

Unfortunately our Remembrance Day ceremony will be cut short this year and our whole 

school assembly will be replaced by a short ceremony after recess in the individual 

classrooms. We will still provide the opportunity to remember the service men and 

women who gave their life for their country. Our school captains, Elli and Jameson, will 

facilitate the ceremony. 

I would like once again to thank the people of Victoria, and the Melbourne people in 

particular, for all their efforts to bring the number of active COVID cases down. Please 

give a big shout out to all your friends and relatives in Melbourne who have had to 

contend with more than the rest of us in regional Victoria. This combined effort has 

ultimately kept us all safer and we are slowly getting back the activities that 12 months 

ago we took for granted.   Masks are our biggest restriction at school. However by 

wearing a mask we are abiding by the law and doing our part to keep ourselves and 

those around us safe too.  The perception of danger has declined as the numbers have 

dropped but we are continuing to be mindful that this could alter if we do not all do our 

part.  Masks are compulsory, and by law, must be worn by everyone over 12 years old 

except if there is a medical reason not to. 

Year 12 started their external examinations today. The exams are later this year but they 

are another indication that we are steadily moving forward because everyone is playing 

their part. I would like to wish our students all the best and thank the 

families and community who have also supported them throughout the year. 

                               

         Patricia Nunan - Principal. 
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Creating the Opportunities 

A calendar of events is featured on the next page of this newsletter for 

your information. 



 

Calendar of Events 2020 

The end of the year is fast approaching and many people are starting to think about  

getting away around Christmas if COVID – 19 Restrictions permit. In the lead up to the 

official end of the school year, there are always families who consider taking a family 

holiday before Christmas prices kick in. 

However, due to COVID – 19 and the impact this pandemic has had on the school year, 

many crucial school dates have been pushed back closer to Christmas and students 

must remain at school for a little longer this year. A brief calendar of what is happening 

is included here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So essentially the last compulsory day for current Year 11 students is the 10/12. The 

last compulsory day for current year 10 students is the 11/12 and the last day for     

current 7, 8 and 9 students is the 17/12. 

18/11 Normal 7-11 classes 

19/11 Normal 7-9 classes              Year 10/11 Exams in the Gym – attend as per exam timetable 

20/11 Normal 7-9 classes              Year 10/11 Exams in the Gym – attend as per exam timetable 

23/11 Normal 7-9 classes              Year 10/11 Exams in the Gym – attend as per exam timetable 

24/11 Normal 7-9 classes              Year 10/11 Exams in the Gym – attend as per exam timetable 

25/11 Normal 7-9 classes              Year 10/11 Exams in the Gym – attend as per exam timetable 

26/11 Normal 7-11 classes 

27/11 Normal 7-11 classes 

30/11 
  
  

Report Writing 
Course Confirmation Day       Only those students entering Years 10,11 and 12 required at school to   
                                               confirm 2021 courses. 

1/12 
  
  

Head Start Preparation 
Year 10/11 Exam Redemption Day    Only those students who need to complete exam redemptions 
                                                            required at school. 

2/12 
  

Head Start Program for 2021 Years 8 - 12 
Week A – Wednesday (2021 timetable)                         All Students required to attend. Use 2020 locker. 

3/12 Head Start Program for 2021 Years 8 – 12         All Students required to attend 
Week A – Thursday (2021 timetable) 

4/12 Head Start Program for 2021 Years 8 – 12         All Students required to attend 
Week A – Friday (2021 timetable) 

7/12 Head Start Program for 2021 Years 8 – 12         All Students required to attend 
Week B – Monday (2021 timetable) 

8/12 
  

Head Start Program for 2021 Years 7-12 WEEK B – Tuesday (2021 timetable) 
Year 7 Orientation Day 
                                                                                        All Students required to attend 

9/12 Head Start Program for 2021 Years 8 - 12 
Week B – Wednesday (2021 timetable)                         All Students required to attend 

10/12  Head Start Program for 2021 Years 8 - 12 
    Week B – Thursday (2021 timetable)                          All Students required to attend. All lockers emp-
tied. 

11/12    Bridgewater Day                                                           All 2020 Students  7 -10  required to attend 
 

14/12 End of Year Program Activity Day                                 All 2020 students in Years 7, 8 and 9 to attend. 
                                                                                       Year 10 welcome. 

15/12 End of Year Program Activity Day                                 All 2020 students in Years 7, 8 and 9 to attend. 
                                                                                       Year 10 welcome. 



 

Year 10, 11 & 12 Course Confirmation Day 

Monday 30th November 2020 
On Monday 30th November 2020 from 10am to 2pm, all students in Year 10, VCE or VCAL in 

2021 are required to attend Course Confirmation Day.  

On this day students will rotate through a variety of stations, in a similar format to University 

enrolments.  Parents are advised to attend. 

In order to make the day flow as smoothly as possible and to minimise wait times for parents we ask 

that where possible Year 12 students attend between 10am and 11am, Year 11  students between 11am 

and 12 noon and Year 10 students between noon and 1pm. Of course, if these times do not suit please 

come anytime between 10am and 2pm. 

 Step 1 - Students will have their subjects confirmed for 2021 and receive a timetable for                

Headstart.  If confirmed, students will proceed to Step 3 if doing VETiS or Step 4.  If subjects are not 

correct, students will proceed to Step 2. 

 Step 2 – Correction of subjects. 

 Step 3 – VETiS Students only – Students will have their VETiS course confirmed and will order and 

be measured for uniform if required. 

 Step 4 – Students will pay their Essential Educational Items fees.  

Subject Essential items are those items or services that are essential to support the course of                  

instruction in the standard curriculum program that the school provides. In order to provide                           

educational opportunities beyond the bare basics of classroom learning, the College relies on family 

payments to the school budget.  Each year the school programs are planned based on a budget that 

includes both government and family contributions. We spend considerable time selecting the most 

appropriate items and services to meet the needs of our students. 

The approximate cost for your child’s subjects will be made available to you once the students have had 

their subjects confirmed. 

If you are in the situation where payment may be difficult, there are a range  of payment plans available 

for those parents/students who are not in receipt of Centrelink payments.   

 

These options can be discussed and put into place by contacting the College Business Manager which  can 

also be done on Course Confirmation Day. 

We understand that starting your child in Year 10 or Senior School is an expensive undertaking. That is why 

we are running an article in the newsletter outlining this day so early but we will not be able to send your 

exact amount until after students completed their subject selections which is occurring now.  

We look forward to seeing you on Monday 30th of November. If you cannot attend, please                        

send your child along with the necessary funds. 

        Jo Kindred — Assistant Principal. 

 



 

Mara Satins 

RE - ENGAGEMENT  

Revive the Reef Art Project 
 

The Junior Re-Engagement students have been busy creating a piece of art to contrib-

ute to the Revive the Reef Art Project. “Revive the Reef is a community art installation 

opportunity in celebration of the 2020 Bonney Upwelling. Initiated by ex art-teacher 

friends Robyn McDonald and Merry Abbey it will reflect a stretch of reef, by contribu-

tions ranging from bleached white to vivid colours, to represent the visual extremes be-

tween a lifeless and a healthy structure. The work will be displayed on Bentinck Street 

from October 31st to November 29th.  

Students and teachers used recycled bottle tops as well as found materials to create 

the work. The students presented the completed work to the Julia Street Creative 

Space to be added to the installation. Well done to the students on getting involved in 

this community art project. 

 

Below: Jo Kindred, Nathan Adams and Jayke Bates 

threading plastic bottle tops to make sea coral. 

Left: Mara Satins, Caitlyn Dodge, Robyn McDon-

ald (Art Project Organiser) Mason Sparks, Jayke 

Bates, Tito Bates and Chase Otto presenting 

work to Robyn 

Below: The final result on the fence in Bentinck 

Street 



 

OUT & ABOUT 

IN 

By: Mandie Pethybridge—Laboratory Technician 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT 

THEY THINK!  
 

 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Par-

ent Opinion  Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and 

Training that is conducted amongst all parents. It is designed to assist schools in gain-

ing an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, stu-

dent engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will use 

the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement 

strategies.  

 

All parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey 

are anonymous. This year, the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 

12th October to  Friday 13th November. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 15 minutes to complete, and can be 

accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, 

laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in a range of lan-

guages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin 

(Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 

 

All parents will be emailed log in details in the next couple of days. If you do not receive 

an email and would like to complete the survey, please contact Assistant Principal, Jo 

Kindred on 55231344 for log in details. 

 

Once available Portland Secondary College survey results will be communicated to par-

ents through annual reporting and/or through this newsletter. Last year we used the 

survey results to plan changes in curriculum, the development of student leadership 

positions and various wellbeing and student  engagement programs that we have 

adopted at the College. 

        Jo Kindred — Assistant Principal. 



 



 



 



 

Mission Statement 

To develop creative, articulate, respectful and resourceful young 

people able to contribute positively to the global community. 

Must Street Portland 3305     (P.O. Box 452)     

Phone:  55 231344               

E-mail:    portland.sc@education.vic.gov.au 

Web Site:      www.portlandsc.vic.edu.au 

EFTPOS details. BSB:  313140   Acc: 12067508 Bank:  Bank Australia 

Wise and Witty Words 

Everything is funnier when you’re not allowed to laugh. 

EFTPOS is available for your convenience at the General Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portland Soccer Club 

Portland Soccer Club are running 

a four week MiniRoos program 

from Saturday 7th November   

until 28 November from 11am 

until 12noon for boys and girls 

aged 5—9 years.   

This will be a free program.  For 

more information please contact 

Les Horowivtz on 0414 559 106. 


