
 

Principal’s Report  
 

Another fortnight has flown past and all students have well and truly settled into their studies, despite the 

challenges that life throws us. After a few days of enforced lockdown, classes and school activities have 

returned to what now seems to be the “new normal”. Senior students have begun completing their first round 

of outcomes and the younger students have completed a number of formative assessment tasks. Many 

students are busy completing homework and parents are encouraged to attend Parent-Teacher interviews on 

Friday 5th March to see the great results students have been achieving and to discuss your child’s progress. 

In the next couple of weeks, students across the school will be asked to provide feedback to their teachers 

through surveys and staff will analyse their results. These surveys are designed to give staff a snapshot of the 

settling in process and how the year has begun. The surveys will be repeated later in the year so teachers can 

see if the efforts they have made to make sure every student feels welcome and able to achieve their full 

potential have been maintained. 

A lot of work has been put in by staff to ensure we are ready for another COVID -19 lockdown or deep clean of 

the College should it become necessary. Staff have set students up on MS Teams and ensured every student 

knows how to download their school work from Compass and be able to upload their responses. Any parent 

who is aware their child has computer or internet issues is asked to contact their Child’s mentor so issues can 

be quickly resolved. If a lockdown occurs again, we want to be able to swing into remote learning immediately. 

COVID – 19 restrictions has meant the College has had to do a few things differently to normal and one of the 

main changes has been the way we invite parents into the College and to school activities. As such we have 

not been able to host parents at Swimming and Athletics or our Student Leaders Induction Ceremony because 

we couldn’t maintain social distancing at these events. Parent – teacher interviews will be the first occasion 

parents have been able to enter the College for over twelve months and these will be held under special 

conditions. Parents will need to attend only at their set times and will need to scan the QR code on the doors 

of the rooms they enter so contact tracing can occur if necessary. Despite the inconvenience of having to do 

this, I hope as many parents as possible attend these very important interviews. 

Look out for our digital presentation of the Student Leaders Induction Ceremony coming out shortly and make 

sure you continue reading the newsletter to hear about the many opportunities being offered to students over 

the rest of the term. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

2021 Family Statements  
BPay and bank details are displayed on the Family Statement for your reference. If families would like 

to set up a Payment Plan or Centrepay, please contact the General Office on 5523 1344. 

 No  2      Friday 19 February 2021   
Edition 3, 5th March 2021 

Jo Kindred 

Principal 

Up and Coming Events 

 Friday 5 March  Parent Teacher Interviews  

 Monday 8 March  Labour Day Public Holiday 

 Wednesday 10 March Year 7 & 10 Vaccinations 

 Friday 12 March   GWR Athletics (Casterton) 

    ‘PJ’ Dress Up 

 Monday 15 March Home Study Day for Year 7 and 8 

 Thursday 18 March  Chalk Day  

 Friday 19 March GWR Swimming (Horsham) 



 

Swimming Update  -  “In the Pool” 
 

The annual PSC swimming Sports were held on Friday the 7th of February and a great day was 

enjoyed by all staff, students and parents who attended. The day dawned a little cloudy but sun-

shine quickly followed and it stayed quite warm all day. 

 

Competition out of the pool was very fierce. Students in Years 7-10 came dressed in their year 

level colours (red, blue, green and yellow) and in theme for Year 11 and 12. Year 7 and 8 com-

peted for the Junior Shield, Years 9 and 10 for the Middle School Shield and Years 11 and 12 for 

the Senior Cup, and there was a lot of good natured rivalry occurring. The Year 12 theme was 

1980’s neon which saw many of the students attired in a wide range of costumes and the Year 

11 students tried to embrace the current climate with a coronavirus theme. Students also partook 

in activities such as obstacle courses, and various games. 

 

The competition was equally strong in the pool but overall results are yet to be announced. The 

top swimmers at each year level were awarded Age Group Champion and are listed below. 

These students will receive their medallions at our next whole school assembly which is also when 

the overall results will be announced.  

 

Eligible students went on to compete in the Interschool Swimming Sports where two students – 

Mae Fraser and Diesel Stone - did extremely well, taking out the Age Group Champions and 10 

students advancing to GWR Swimming on the 19th March. A huge thank you to Ms Tayla Morley 

and her team of helpers for organising a great day. 
Nathan Adams 

Athletics Update  - “On the Track” 
 

The annual PSC Athletics sports were held on Tuesday the 

2nd of March and a great day was enjoyed by all staff 

and students who attended. It was a brisk and windy start 

to the day, but the sun broke later in the day as the final 

events were taking place. 

 

Competition in the stands was intense. Students in Years 7

-10 came dressed in their year level colours (red, blue, 

green and yellow) and in theme for year 11 and 12. 

The year 12 theme for this year was Superheroes vs Vil-

lains, with many of the students coming dressed as char-

acters from the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Bright colours, 

face paint and morph suits all made appearances 

throughout the day. The year 11 theme was Disney. There 

was great variety among the students as they dressed as 

Disney favourites from the vast Disney collection. 

 

Equally as fierce was the competition both on the track 

and in the field. Many students competed in both run-

ning, jumping and throwing events throughout the day. 

While overall results are yet to be announced, the top 

athletes from each age group are listed below. These stu-

dents will receive their medallions at the next whole 

school assembly which is also when the overall results will 

be announced. A huge thank you to Tayla Morley and 

her team of helpers for organizing a great day. 

 
Nathan Adams 

Sport & Admin Trainee 

It’s Not Okay To Be Away! 

Students with irregular and poor attend-

ance often struggle at school and the 

value they receive from their education 

is greatly diminished as a result. 

Portland Secondary College takes the 

issue of student absence very seriously 

but it is not an issue which can be dealt 

with solely by the school. It requires the 

support of both parents and the com-

munity if it is to be successfully ad-

dressed. 

Please make sure that your child attends 

school every day. If an absence is una-

voidable please either contact the Gen-

eral Office on 55231344 to report your 

child’s absence or log the absence on 

Compass early on the day of absence. 

Try to make medical appointments, etc. 

outside school hours and take holidays 

over the designated holiday period.  

It is only when we see education as a 

partnership between school and par-

ents that we will be able to properly ad-

dress the issue of student absenteeism. 

Jo Kindred 

Principal 



 

School for Student Leadership 

On the 24/25 of February our team, 1A, went on our first expedition. Portland Secondary went with our 
partner school, Mordialloc, on an amazing walk/camp across 16 kilometers. On our expedition we went 
to Dock Inlet. After a big day of walking with extremely heavy packs we made it. There was a pole that 
was a landmark to tell us when to turn. When we found the pole it was the best part of my day! As we 
made our way up the dune the satisfaction was amazing. Over the dune it revealed where we were going 
to be camping. It was this beautiful little place just behind the beach. We set up camp for the night about 
50 meters away from the water but at night we went down to write our reflection on the day. It was so 
peaceful but there were a lot of spiders. I know everyone tried something new on this expedition. We all 
had roles that were important to the success of the team. I think everybody had success in their roles by 
showing leadership: Brennan and Nyla each held a review at the end of each day, both did really well in 
getting the group to listen to each other. Charley as navigator did really well in not getting us lost and 
communicating to the team about where to go. Gina as team organizer kept the team together and 
helped to communicate information from time keeper and navigator.  

All together the expedition really brought our team together and was an amazing time.  

From Nyla, Gina, Charley and Brennan.  

PSC Leader Induction Ceremony 2021 

In line with COVID restrictions within schools we will be creating an online presentation of all of our stu-
dent leaders.  This presentation will be watched by all members of the school and will be available to all 
families.  This will enable all of our leaders to receive recognition for being nominated and awarded with 
these prestigious positions. 
 
PSC is continually working on improving the development of our student leaders and this 
year will be no different, with many programs already underway or about to start. We con-
gratulate these amazing students and look forward to seeing their growth and development 
throughout the year.  

Ms. Kirsten Mitchell 

Assistant Principal 
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PJ Dress Up 

Day! 
 

Friday 12th March  
 

(See pamphlet below) 

 

 

 

 

YEARS 7 and 8 
 

 HOME STUDY  
DAY  

 
Monday 15th March  



 

PSC Athletics Day  -  Tuesday 2nd March   

 
 

AGE GROUP 

GIRL CHAMPION BOY CHAMPION 

 

13 Aleesha Whitehead  Buddy Sherwell  

14 Hannah De Lange  Riley Williamson  

15 Haylee Blurton  Marcus McClintock  

16 Abby Smith  
 

Ethan Williams  

17 Sarah Tunstall  Zac Sealey  

18 and 

over 

Elli Aitken  Tyler Osborne  R
E

S
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Indonesian News 

PSC extends a warm ‘selamat datang’ (welcome) to Jyoti Sistadi, who has joined our Indonesian teaching 
team in 2021. Jyoti is from Bali, Indonesia, yet has spent the last few years studying and working in Mel-
bourne. With international travel off-limits due to COVID, we were lucky to be able to recruit Jyoti in 
Australia – and Jyoti seized the opportunity to experience life beyond Melbourne, in our beautiful 
coastal town. 

Jyoti has jumped straight in to life at PSC. She has been to Year 7 camp, swimming, athletics – and our 
Indonesian classes are benefitting from Jyoti’s expertise as a native Indonesian speaker and a source of 
information about all things Indonesian. 

Jyoti has been impressed by the friendliness of PSC students and amazed by their curiosity. Jyoti will be 
tapping into this curiosity during the year; she is looking forward to introducing students to Indonesian 
food, traditional games, traditional dance and more. Cannot wait to see some students trying Balinese 
dance this year! 

Jyoti finds Portland a refreshing change from the busy streets of Melbourne. She says that she is enjoy-
ing the beautiful scenery and the chance to see wild animals, such as koalas and colourful birds in her 
back yard. 

Jyoti hopes that during her time with PSC, she will be able to build the confidence of stu-
dents in Indonesian language. She also hopes that students will learn more about the cul-
ture and people of our nearest neighbour, and be increasingly curious about the world 
around them. Welcome Jyoti – we are really pleased that you have joined our team at PSC 
and we look forward to learning with you this year. 

Secondary School vaccinations 
in 2021 

Parents/guardians of Year 7 and 
10 students need to be returning 
the vaccine consent card booklet 

to the General Office. 

 

Please call the office on 
55231344 if you have any  

questions. 

 

 
DATES: 

10th March (Year s 7  & 10) 

15th Sepember (Year 7 only) 

Ms Jane McGrory 

LOTE PLAT Leader 
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Are you interested in photography?  

Glenelg Shire Council has received funding from the State Government to implement 

activities and initiatives that bring bushfire affected communities together to build 

resilience and promote awareness of being fire ready. 

Students are being offered the opportunity to be involved in a photographic competition to be held 

across the Shire as part of this initiative, with the theme of “What would I take with me in a bushfire 

emergency?” This could include anything from pets to the play station, the family to the fitbit. The 

more creative the better! 

Students must submit an original photograph in digital form, that must be taken by themselves and the 

competition will be judged by a local photographer. The judge’s decision will be final. 

There will be prizes awarded for junior, middle and senior year levels across the Glenelg Shire schools 

along with a major prize to the winning school from these year levels. Digital photographs can be 

emailed to mstanford@glenelg.vic.gov.au with the subject of: Secondary Schools Photographic Compe-

tition. 

Please ensure the work is clearly identified with the name of the student, their year level and the 

school that they attend. ntries will be received until 5pm Monday 22 March.  

Please note that entries are unable to accepted after this date. 

Public Speaking program launches for 2021 
 

Portland Secondary College is excited to launch the 2021 public speaking program and competition.  We are looking for stu-

dent representatives in all year levels to participate in the Rostrum or Legacy public speaking competitions throughout the 

year. 

 

These competitions enhance the oral communication skills of our students and help build their confidence.  Confident and 

creative public speaking skills are also an asset to any students who aspire to leadership roles throughout the school. 

 

What is involved? 

Students wanting to build their expertise or who enjoy public speaking will be able to complete  

an expression of interest on Compass – it will be uploaded shortly.  We will then forward a package of materials outlining 

event details and school expectations. 

 

The Legacy Junior Public Speaking Awards is only available to junior students aged 12-14 yrs and in Years 7-9.  The regional 

event is held in Hamilton on Wednesday 9th June.  

 

Junior students may also choose to enter in the Rostrum Voice of Youth event – senior students are also eligible for this event. 

Both events require a prepared speech and an  impromptu, or short notice, speech. The Rostrum event will be held in 

Warrnambool on Saturday 1st May. 

 

Once parent consent is received we will begin working with your child on selecting topics, writing materials and practising their 

presentations.  Most of this work can be achieved during lunch times or after school as we approach key dates.  Of course, 

the more practice that can be undertaken, including at home, the more confident and engaging the final performance will be. 

 

As this is a competition, it is expected that students will give their strongest effort to achieve success.  They will need to wear 

school uniform at the events and parents will need to transport their child to the events.   

 

For more information contact: 

 Mr Braden Dawson – Braden.Dawson@education.vic.gov.au | Elizabeth Paulet – Elizabeth.Paulet@education.vic.gov.au 

mailto:Braden.Dawson@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Elizabeth.Paulet@education.vic.gov.au


 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
  

We would love you to join us as a  
parent member. 

  

What is a school council and what does it do? 
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are 
legally constituted bodies that are given powers to set the broad 
direction of a school, in accordance with Ministerial Order 1280 
Constitution of Government School Councils, and the Education and 
Training Reform Act 2006. In doing this, a school council is able to 
directly influence the quality of education that the school provides 
for its students. 
  

Who is on the school council? 
  
A mandated elected parent member category – more than one
-third of the total members must be from this category. Depart-
ment employees can be parent members at their child’s 
school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school. 
• A mandated elected school employee member category – 
members of this category may make up no more than one-
third of the total membership of school council. The principal 
of the school is automatically one of these members. 
• An optional community member category – members are co-
opted by a decision of the council because of their special 
skills, interests or experiences. Department employees are not 
eligible to be community members. 
• A small number of school councils have nominee members. 
• A mandated elected student member category, two posi-
tions. 
 
 Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The 
term of office of half the members expires each year, creating 
vacancies for the annual school council elections. 
Why is parent membership so important? 
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and 
have valuable skills and a range of experiences and 
knowledge that can help inform and shape the direction of the 
school. 
Those parents who become active on a school council find 
their involvement satisfying and may also find that their chil-
dren feel a greater sense of belonging. 

  
Do I need special experience to be on school council?  
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and 
knowledge to the role. However, councillors may need to de-
velop skills and acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar 
to them. It is important to have an interest in your child’s 
school and the desire to work in partnership with others to 
help shape the school’s future. 
  

Please contact Vicki Taylor on 03 
55231344 for more information or fill 

out the attached nomination form. 
Nominations close Friday 12 March. 

Year 10 Biology 

Year 10 Biology students ventured to 

Crumpets Beach last week.  They 

looked at zonation of all living organ-

isms along a belt transect and were 

able to identify all organisms to spe-

cies level within each zone.  The 

different zones studied were Spray, 

High Tide, Mid Tide and Low 

Tide.  Students will now analyse the 

biotic and abiotic factors that deter-

mine the distribution of organisms 

along the shoreline.   

Mandie Pethybridge 

Laboratory Technician   

 

 



 



 

Mini Roos  

Is up and running on Saturday 

mornings from 11am - 12pm for 4 - 9 

year olds.  The sessions are for boys 

and girls - wear runners or soccer 

boots and bring a drink bottle.  Come 

along to the Portland Soccer Club 

grounds and have some fun - Corner 

Glenelg and Percy Street Portland or 

contact Les Horovitz for more infor-

mation on 0414559106.  



 

VISIT THE WEBSITE ABOVE TO SEE IF 

YOU ARE ELIGIBLE FOR $200 TO AS-

SIST WITH UNIFORM AND REGOS ETC. 


