
 

Message from the Principal: 
It’s been another very busy fortnight around the College with many students participating in a range of 
activities.  Our Year 7 and Year 9 students completed NAPLAN tests in Language Conventions, Writing, 
Reading, Numeracy and Maths and it was pleasing to see students try their best in these tests. I know there is 
some controversy in the media about the validity of the tests and how sitting these tests can be stressful for 
some students. However, the data they provide about student learning is important, as is the practice of 
sitting an exam under strict exam conditions. During VCE, formal exams are a large component of the 
assessment and it is crucial that the skills required to sit an exam successfully are practised in the Junior 
years. We will have to wait a little while for the NAPLAN results but all students who sat the test will be 
provided with their individual results. 
 
I am also very proud of the students who represented PSC at the Rostrum Voice of Youth last week at Brauer 
College in Warrnambool.  All the students were very well presented, prepared and engaged.  It was also great 
to have the parents attend with the students. Our junior speakers were Jed Denham, Zach Siemon, Ben 
McDowell, Milly Bayona and Patrick McGennisken. Both Milly and Patrick went through to the semi-final with 
Milly going on to win the event overall. She will now participate at the State Final on June 20th at St Kevin’s 
College, Toorak. Jacob Peck competed in the senior event – against some very tough competition. Again, 
Public Speaking is a vital skill to learn going forwards and it takes a lot of courage to deliver a speech in front 
of a large crowd. 
 
Last week also saw the running of the Cross Country and it was great to see a large group of year 7, 8, 9 and 
10 students either tackling 3kms for the Juniors and the girls or 5kms for the older boys. School Captain Alex 
Sealey also took time out of his study block to run with the year 9 and 10 boys. Results of the event are 
published elsewhere in the newsletter as are the results of the next round of Cross Country held in Hamilton 
against other schools. 
 
This week we’ve also had a group pf Year 10 students out on Work Experience and our VCAL students are 
hard at work completing their School Projects as part of their Personal Development subject. This involves 
the students completing a project involving the school in some way in first semester before moving into a 
community-based project in semester 2. 
 
Unfortunately, at present, we have had to close our student toilets during class time due to continued 
vandalism. In no way, are students restricted from going to the toilet. At recess and lunchtime they can use 
the student toilets which are unlocked and during class time, students are asked to get a note from their 
teacher (normal practice to leave class for any purpose) and use the sick bay toilet. To limit the amount of 
time students need to leave class, they should be utilising the toilets during their break times. When the 
toilets are fully repaired and the vandalism ceases, the toilets will be open all the time.  
 
Finally, a word about uniform. We have a very active Student Representative Council who 
are looking at some uniform changes for 2022. This same team are the group who 
introduced our new school beanie. However, in the meantime, we are restricted to the 
uniform we have. Hoodies and sneakers are NOT part of our uniform. 
Please make sure your child is dressed in full uniform or consequences 
will be applied. Anyone who needs financial assistance with uniform is 
asked to contact Student Services at the College. 
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Public Speaking Report 

On Saturday, May 1st, 6 students participated in 
the Rostrum 'Voice Of Youth' public speaking 
competition at Brauer College in Warrnambool. 
Competing in the Junior section were Year 8 stu-
dents Patrick McGennisken, Ben McDowell and 
Zachary Siemon. From Year 9, we were repre-
sented by Milly Bayona and Jed Denham, while 
Jacob Peck of Year 10 competed in the Senior 
section. 

 
There were many competent speakers on the 
day, but we saw Milly and Patrick proceed to the 
Junior semi-final; this meant that these students 
not only had to present their speeches a second 
time, but also write and deliver a 3-minute im-
promptu speech with only 15 minutes of prepa-
ration time. After some nervous waiting from the 
crowd, Milly was announced as the winner for 
the South West region, meaning she will now 
compete at the State Final of the Voice Of Youth 
competition at St. Kevin's College in Toorak in 
mid-June. 
 
Everyone who participated in the Rostrum speak-
ing competition are to be congratulated for their 
efforts; it's never easy speaking in front of a large 
group, and the dedication these students put in 
is to be acknowledged. Coming up on June 9 is 
the Legacy Junior Public Speaking competition, 
held in Hamilton. Milly, Jed and Patrick will be 
representing the school once again, and they will 
be joined by Riley Williamson of Year 8. Everyone 
involved are already hard at work preparing for 
this competition. 
 
A very special thanks to Liz Paulet for leading the 
program to success, and to Gabrielle Robinson 
for dedicating her time to help our speakers pre-
pare for these competitions; we couldn't have 
achieved what we have without them. I look for-
ward to reporting further 
achievements of Portland Sec-
ondary College after the next 
round of competition. 
 
 

 

 

P
u

b
lic

 S
p

e
a

k
in

g
 T

e
a

m
 

Maths Tutoring 
Maths tutoring is now available to all students after 

school (3:30-4:30), in the Library. 

 

Miss Van Veen is available Tuesday & Friday (all Year 

levels) 

Mrs Engel is available Wednesday & Thursday (Year 7-

10) 

Donna Chapman is available Thursday (Year 7-9) 

 

No need to book, just turn up on a night that suits you 

with all relevant work and books. Students wishing to 

do private study or attend the homework program on 

these nights are also welcome. 

 
 

Braden Dawson 

English PLAT Leader 

Above L to R:  

Patrick McGennis-

ken, Ben McDowell, 

Zachary Siemon, 

Milly Bayona and 

Jed Denham 

 

Below left:  

Jacob Peck 



 

PSC Cross Country  -  Tuesday 4th May  

 

 

GD Cross Country  -  Monday 10th May in Hamilton  

On Monday the 10th of May, 31 athletes made their way to 

Hamilton to compete in the Glenelg District Cross Country 

Championships. After a cold and wet start in the morning, the 

rain held off as the runners took to the course. All females 

and 13 to 15 year old males competed over the 3km track 

while the older boys ran along the further 5km course. 

All of the runners gave it their all, as the PSC girls combined 

to finish in 3rd place while the boys finished 4th out of the 

schools present on the day. PSC finished 4th in the overall 

standings which is a great achievement! A particularly impres-

sive result was attained by Erin McPhee (13F), Buddy Sher-

well (13M) and Eamon Drew (14M) who each placed 2nd, 2nd 

and 3rd in their respective age groups.  

Well done to all the athletes who participated on the day and 

braved the chilly conditions. Those who finished in the top 7 

positions in their race will now travel to Warrnambool to com-

pete at the Greater Western Region Cross Country Champion-

ships on the 31st of May. 

On Tuesday the 4th of May, PSC held their annual school Cross Country championships. The rain 

from the night before disappeared to make way for an Autumn day full of sunshine. 

The year 7 & 8 students were first to take to the course, battling it out over 3km around Fawthrop 

Lagoon. The year 9 & 10 girls also ran the same course later in the day, while the 9 & 10 boys 

completed the 5km variant of the course. A group of year 10 girls also took on the 5km, making 

light work of the extra distance. 

Age Group Champions: 

Under 13 Girl Erin McPhee 

Under 13 Boy Buddy Sherwell 

Under 14 Girl Kirby Macleod 

Under 14 Boy  Eamon Drew 

Under 15 Girl Abbey-Lyn Barr 

Under 15 Boy Noah McKinnon 

Under 16 Girl Abby Smith 

Under 16 Boy Nate Mirtschin 

Under 20 Boy Alex Sealey 



 

Personal Goods brought 

to School at Owner’s Risk 

Personal Property is often brought to school by stu-

dents, staff and visitors. This can include mobile 

phones, IPODS, calculators, toys, sporting equip-

ment and cars parked on school premises. 

The Department of Education and Training (DET) 

does not hold insurance. 

Staff, students and parent/guardians are reminded of 

this at the beginning of this academic year. Please do 

not bring any unnecessary or particularly valuable 

items to school. 

Jo Kindred – Principal. 

Procedures for Contacting 
Staff at PSC 

 
With the creation of the three new sub schools, 
and the Assistant Principals, we have established a 
procedure for parents contacting the school if they 
have any queries concerning their child. This en-
sures parent’s/guardian’s receive the best results 
in a timely manner. 
 

Step 1  Contact your child’s Mentor. 
Step 2   Contact your child’s Level Leader. 
Step 3  Contact the Assistant Principal’s         

  Assistant for an appointment. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

Library 
We encourage reading for  

information and entertainment. 
 

The Library is open to all students at various times. 

Students and staff will have access to fiction,              

non– fiction, class sets, magazines, games and     

equipment before school from 8.30 Tuesday to Friday 

and most days at recess, lunchtime and after school 

until 4.30pm on Tuesday and Thursday. 

At recess and lunchtimes there will be many board 

and card games to play, if COVID rules allow, and stu-

dents will be encouraged to use table areas as places 

to chat quietly or read. Tuesdays and Thursdays are 

tech free. Students are reminded to keep bags in lock-

ers and eat food outside before visiting the library. 

People to help you. Teacher Librarian Ms Janelle      

Collins will continue to promote reading and research 

skills, along with library trainee Marlowe Richmond. 

Literacy and   Numeracy tutors Mrs Elley Foster, Nan-

cy Outtram and Mrs Donna Chapman will be located in 

the library and will offer a regular homework program 

and other support to students, along with Milly Camer-

on on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

Our school has an ongoing commitment to                    

improving student literacy skills and the entire school 

community reads each day after lunch. Students may 

choose to participate in the Premiers’ Reading Chal-

lenge.  We encourage all students to drop in and find 

something that interests them for “Reading time.” Let’s 

read for information and entertainment in 2021.  

 

SCHOOL FEES: If you have any questions about your Family Account  or require an updated copy 

please phone the General Office or email portland.sc@education.vic.gov.au and we will make con-

tact with you.   

All excursions are put on Compass for consent and payment for your convenience, if you have 

CSEF available please call to authorise the allocation. 

BPAY | Details are on Family Statements or phone for your reference 

Bank Details  | BSB:  313140   ACCOUNT: 12067508  Bank:  Bank Australia 



 

 

Joachim Rymarz 

Humanities | Business 

Management Teacher 

Victorian Students’ Parliamentary Program: Parliamentary Convention 2021 

The Victorian Students Parliamentary Program is an opportunity for students in years 10-12 to 

participate in a one-day convention at Parliament House, Melbourne, where they will engage in 

a range of parliamentary style debates surrounding a range of topics on Australian democracy. 

This year there will be two conventions, and Portland Secondary College will put forward an 

expression of interest to join the first 2021 Convention on Thursday 29 July at the Parliament 

of Victoria, Melbourne. This year, the topic of discussion chaired by the speaker of the Victori-

an Parliament will be: Should the Australian Government fund a new National Anti-Racism 

Strategy as its main initiative for combating racial discrimination in Australia? 

At the end of last term, Tyler Osborne had the opportunity to travel to Melbourne as part of the 

two-day National Students Constitutional Convention, where he discussed the issue of wheth-

er the preamble of the Constitution should be changed to include a recognition of indigenous 

people. This was held at the grand Hotel Windsor on Spring St and included a tour of Parlia-

ment House across the road. Below are some photos of the experience, and the Parliamentary 

program should also prove to be an exciting and interesting event shared with students from 

across the state.  

Please let Mr Rymarz, Ms Dixon, or Mr Harris know if you would like to join in this opportunity. 

There will be two conventions this year, so if you miss out on the first, then we can organise a 

second.  

https://ncsonline.com.au/projects/victorian-students-parliamentary-program/secondary-

schools  

  

https://ncsonline.com.au/projects/victorian-students-parliamentary-program/secondary-schools
https://ncsonline.com.au/projects/victorian-students-parliamentary-program/secondary-schools


 

Tertiary Tour 
On Thursday 29th April at 5.30am, 50 students and teachers got on a bus and travelled to Melbourne. 

We arrived at Caulfield Racecourse to attend the VCE and Careers expo. Here we explored possible 

future pathways including University and TAFE courses. We then headed to Deakin University, Bur-

wood Campus and had a guided tour. The afternoon and evening were spent at Melbourne Central 

shopping, having dinner and watching a movie. 

 

On Friday we started the day at Victoria University, Footscray Campus. We then headed to Ballarat and 

to Federation University. Both guided tours were very informative. We arrived back in Portland at 6pm 

on Friday for a well-deserved weekend. It was great to be able to have Year 10, 11 and 12 students 

attend the Tertiary Tour and explore possible future pathways. A number commented on how they 

were now considering options they hadn’t previously thought about. The students gained a lot from 

the experience. The staff commented on how maturely the students were behaved and what a pleas-

ure it was to take them on the tour. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mara Satins 

Year 11 Student  

Engagement Leader 



 

LIBRARY NEWS 
A reminder that it is important to have a book or  

magazine for reading time after lunch each day, 

the library has  plenty of new titles ready to bor-

row, as well as many old favourites. 

 

Letters were recently posted home regarding any library materials that were due before this 

term. Many students have items that were due in 2020 (and some even before).    Students can-

not borrow while they have any overdue items, so it is important that these be returned. Please 

return any overdue books you have, if they are lost please come and see a member of the library 

staff.   

 

We have lots of activities happening this month in the Library as we celebrate ALIA Library & In-

formation Week and also Education week. The theme for this year’s Library and Information 

Week is Adventures in space and time. Come in to colour in and make your own bookmarks. Eve-

ryone is welcome to come and join in, any lunchtime Monday- Wednesday and Friday.  

 

 

 

 

Marlowe Richmond 
Library & Admin Trainee 

Pictured above are some Year 7 students colouring in their chosen bookmark 

designs, which will be laminated once they have finished colouring. 

Year 9 Morrisby Day  -  Wednesday 21st April 

Year 9 students received a great introduc-

tion to career paths and skill building.  Inter-

views to follow next week. 

 

 



 



 



 

 

What do you enjoy most about coming to School Council?   

Seeing how the school works and how it’s ran behind the scenes. 

What would be a highlight to date of your time at PSC? 

Representing Portland Secondary College in various academic and sporting  

endeavours. 

If Hollywood made a movie about your life, who would lead? 

Judi Dench 

What would the move be called? 

‘One of youse’ 

Do you have pets? 

Yes, a dog 

What was the last book you read? 

Diary of a Whimpy Kid – Dog Days 

If you had to be shipwrecked on a deserted island, but all your human needs – such as food 

and water were taken care of, what two items would you want to have with you? 

Diary of a Whimpy Kid – The Long Haul and nail clippers 

You’ve travelled and seen lots of places, which would you most like to return to? 

Vietnam 

If you hosted a school dinner, what would you cook? 

Lesnack 

What makes you smile? 

Dad jokes, this is my favourite:  

“Did you hear about the lady that fell down the hole?’ 

Stay tuned for more 

Council members in 

our next newsletter!  

 



 

Maths Extension Program 

 

Nathan Adams 
Sports &Admin Trainee 

 

Up and Coming Sport Events: 

 

Keep an eye out on Compass for  

further details. 

May 

Tuesday 18th – Senior boys AFL (Year 11&12) 

Monday 31st – GWR Cross Country 

 

June 

Wednesday 2nd – Intermediate boys AFL (Year 

9&10) 

Thursday 3rd – GD Soccer 

Tuesday 15th – GWR Soccer 

Thursday 24th – GWR Netball 

 
 

Donna Chapman 

Numeracy Support 
 

Nathan Adams 

Sport & Admin Trainee 

Our high achieving Year 8 students 

are working hard using their prob-

lem solving and reasoning tech-

niques and strategies to work out 

an Albert Einstein riddle “Who likes 

the colour Violet?” According to 

Einstein only 10% of people can fig-

ure this out! That didn’t deter this 

group who worked in pairs and rose 

to the challenge with all students 

solving the problem. These stu-

dents have been working with Mrs 

Donna Chapman twice a week to 

extend their Mathematics 

knowledge and challenge their 

thinking. By the way it was Monica 

& Alexander Cermak who liked the 

colour violet! 

PSC VALUES 

BE RESPECTFUL 

BE SUCCESSFUL 

BE RESILIENT 

BE CREATIVE 



 

Out and About! 



 

Attention to parents of students  
with a serious medical condition.  

  
When your child attends an excursion/camp that requires your consent, you will now 
need to confirm that PSC has all the current medical information for your child 
first.  This will include Action Plans and Management Plans.  Parents will need to tick 
the below highlighted box confirming that the information we have on record is cur-
rent before being able to consent.  

 
 

Kristine Barker 

General Office 

Leader 



 


