
 

Message from the Principal:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

What a term it has been so far. Once again, we find ourselves in lockdown and embarking on remote and online 
learning for the seventh time. Congratulations to all staff, students and families who are demonstrating 
remarkable resilience and persistence as they continue to navigate this space. It’s not easy and everyone is to be 
commended on their efforts. At the time of writing this our return to school and onsite learning is unknown. 
Hopefully it will be sooner rather than later.  
 
Our Year 12 students are being given some special considerations as the lockdowns continue to impact on their 
preparation for exams and we hope that soon we will be able to run assessments onsite at school for these 
students, albeit under very strict conditions. More information on how these assessments will run will come 
through their subject teachers over the next few days. 
 
Hopefully parents of students in Years 7 – 10 took the opportunity to have a chat to their child’s teachers about 
their progress and their level of engagement in remote learning during parent-teacher interviews held earlier this 
week. If you missed out, please email the teacher directly if you have any concerns. 
 
Just before lockdown began, Year 10 students enjoyed a Deakin Inspire session, which presented students with 

some facts about university life and life after school finishes. The feedback was really positive and I’ve included it 

here:  

“The Deakin Students and Volunteers were again blown away with the students’ questions and willingness to 

get involved in the program. I can’t thank you and the other teaching team enough.” 

And just to prove that Community Connections are made and what we do at school does have an impact out 
there, one of our former students Jordan Edmonds commented: 
 

“I have been hearing some great feedback from our session yesterday. I had two students who were in the 
workshops randomly talk to me at footy training last night and tell me how helpful the myths busted section 
was. It was great to hear that they were able to take the knowledge and conversations with them outside of 
the classroom. I think that it really presented uni as being achievable. Being from Portland SC, uni always felt 
so far away and as if there was a large gap to bridge, so I feel like I understand so well how the students felt 

yesterday.” 

 

Thank you to all our parents who were invited to complete the Parent Opinion Survey. The data we receive is 

examined closely and helps govern future practice and running of the school. If you did receive an invitation 

to partake in the survey, please do so. It only takes about 10 minutes and is very helpful to the College. 

 

Once again, I remind parents and students to reach out if you need support in any way – with computer 

issues, logging onto Compass, uploading work or even emotional and mental health support. 

We are here to help. If you contact the College as normal by phone on 55231344, we will 

connect you with someone who can help solve your issue. Stay safe and healthy and we 

hope to see you all again soon. 

 

Naplan Report on Page 2, see results and how Victoria compared. 
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Tutor Program 
Tutors are available during lockdowns for any stu-

dents that are having difficulty with their work or 

feel that they are falling behind and would like 

some extra assistance. Students are encouraged to 

contact the tutors directly through TEAMS. Or alter-

natively, they can be emailed through Compass. 

The available tutors and their areas of expertise are 

listed below. 

Please note that we are all part time staff and while we will endeavour to respond quickly 

to all requests, there may be some delay due to unavailability. 

Thank you for your understanding. If parents feel that their child 

needs extra ongoing support, please speak with their mentor first to 

discuss their options.  

Continued from Principal Report on Page 1: 2021 Naplan  

NAPLAN results were released this week and the results were pleasing for the State of Victoria. The 
Department of Education and Training published the following statement: 
 
The incredible resilience and hard work of Victorian educators, students and families has been reflected 
in the remarkable results for this year's NAPLAN tests. 
Year 7 students achieved the highest scores of any jurisdiction for the foundation skills of Reading and 
Numeracy, and our Year 9 students achieved the highest scores for Spelling. 
Victoria also improved on our 2019 results. Reading was a particular highlight, with students in years 3, 
5 and 7 demonstrating significant improvement. 
Across secondary schools, more students are achieving in the top two bands of Reading compared to 
2019 and there are fewer students in the bottom two bands. 
Year 7 students improved in Reading, Writing and Spelling compared to 2019 and achieved the highest 
scores of any state or territory for Reading and Numeracy. 
For the first time, almost 19,000 Year 9 students are receiving certificates to recognise their excellence 
or significant learning growth on their Year 7 NAPLAN results. 
 

Our own NAPLAN results were also very pleasing and I will include a breakdown of 

those results in our next newsletter. 

 

Jo Kindred 

Principal 

Nicole Van Veen- Maths | Terry Engel- Maths 
 
David Burgoyne- Arts, Technology & VCAL | Cheryl Edwards- Science | Molly Dixon- English  

Absent:  

Miss Dixon 



 

Call out to support worthy 

VCAL Project 

As part of our VCAL PDS Social issue pro-

ject, we are looking to collect bread tags 

for recycling to fund wheelchairs in Aus-

tralia and South Africa. All the bread tags 

collected will be sent to Robe SA for recy-

cling into quality products such as bowls, 

doorknobs, beer coasters and jewellery. 

All of the profits go to Aussie bread tags 

for wheelchairs for the under privileged. 

Our VCAL students will set up collection 

boxes when we return to school, please 

save all your bread tags at home for col-

lection next week. 

Please help us collect for a great cause! 

See https://

ozbreadtagsforwheel-

chairs.org.au/ and https://

www.transmutation.com.au/ for 

more info. 

Andrew Prentice 

VCAL & VET Kitchens Teacher 

Are you interested in writing? 
If so, please refer to the Heywire information included on the Compass  

Newsletter post. Happy writing! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1W5B07rVv6VgQjJF2U3XFFMJbmvErFS50zXEEqxucmLUGnFUSlbnS7I7g&data=04%7C01%7CAlana.Nesbit%40education.vic.gov.au%7C447678e1a61c43c8133d08d9690ba85
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1W5B07rVv6VgQjJF2U3XFFMJbmvErFS50zXEEqxucmLUGnFUSlbnS7I7g&data=04%7C01%7CAlana.Nesbit%40education.vic.gov.au%7C447678e1a61c43c8133d08d9690ba85
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1W5B07rVv6VgQjJF2U3XFFMJbmvErFS50zXEEqxucmLUGnFUSlbnS7I7g&data=04%7C01%7CAlana.Nesbit%40education.vic.gov.au%7C447678e1a61c43c8133d08d9690ba85
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transmutation.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlana.Nesbit%40education.vic.gov.au%7C447678e1a61c43c8133d08d9690ba85a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637656321334848800%7CUnknown%7CTWF
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transmutation.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAlana.Nesbit%40education.vic.gov.au%7C447678e1a61c43c8133d08d9690ba85a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637656321334848800%7CUnknown%7CTWF


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Creating the Opportunities 
 

Suzanne Patterson 

Year 10 Student Engagement Leader  | Careers Advisor 



 

Year 10 Child Studies 
 
Throughout the first term of Child Studies, Miss. Down thought, 
instead of a normal essay for the kids to do, or an assessment 
task the kids would most likely have done before, she decided to 
spice things up and really try to do something the kids would en-
joy and have fun doing.   
  
She came up with a baby egg project, to follow the subject of 
child studies. The kids got an egg, put a hole in the bottom and top of the egg and blew 
all the egg juice out, to make it hollow. This gave them a little bit more of a challenge, 
as well as if they were to break it (which a few did) it wouldn’t be as messy.   
  
We had to decorate it and make it our own baby for the week, to cherish and love it, 
like we would our own baby (which means not to leave it alone).  This task was to get 
the children into the mindset of being a mother or a father and all the responsibility 
and time it takes to become a parent.   
  
As well as it being something a little fun for the students to enjoy (as well as Miss. 
Down as she got to watch us try to make and look after our babies), it wasn’t all fun and 
games. At the end of the day, we still needed to do an assessment. Miss. Down put to-
gether a little project we had to do within four weeks of classes as well as in lockdown. 
This included. creating our own story of your egg and a birth certificate, creating a 7-
day journal of our experience with our child and what we did (including photos), pre-
paring for our newborn to come home (which included budgeting and finding supplied, 
a 40-week pregnancy journal on emotional and physical changes and a 13 year journal 
of milestones and pretending we had watched our babies grow up and thrive.  
  
For me the egg baby project was really amazing to get into the head space of what it’s 
like to be a mother and how hard it can be for mother. It was really fun and different 
than a normal task.  
   
By Maddie Shepherd  
 



 

Wear it Purple Day   

Friday 27th August 
Teachers and students celebrated Wear it Purple Day last 

Friday the 28th of August.  This is an annual event organised 

by Minus 18 to raise awareness of diversity. 2021’s theme is 

‘Start the conversation…Keep it going!’.  

As part of the day’s celebrations, 

staff wore purple or other colourful attire online to show their 

commitment to promoting student wellbeing, acceptance, 

and an inclusive learning environment. On the day Mentor 

classes engaged in discussions focusing on the importance of 

pronouns and identity. By all accounts from staff and students it 

was a very successful and enjoyable day.  

In leading up to the celebration day, Portland Secondary Col-

lege raised $918 through the sale of the Wear it Purple socks and 

rainbow ribbons. This money was donated to Minus 18, who will 

continue their ongoing commitment to raising awareness and 

supporting youth programs in our schools and the community, 

such as the program Skittles operated by the Glenelg Shire 

Council.  

Minus 18 sent an email of appreciation, thanking Portland Second-

ary College for “…championing Wear It Purple Day... and look for-

ward to continuing to support the youth of the Portland and district 

community”.  

 

Terry Engel 

Mathematics Team 

Our awesome Staff sharing their “Wear it Purple’ wear! 



 

Library News 

Janelle Collins 

Library Manager 

The winners of the CBCA Book of the Year were announced last week and the winners are below, these books are 

available for loan in the PSC eBook library and can also be reserved via the Library web app for borrowing once we 

are back to on-site learning. As we were in lockdown the scheduled book character dress up day has been post-

poned, a new date will be announced once we are back at school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Library web app is available via the star menu in Compass and as well as being the library catalogue, it links 

to a number of other useful sites, including the school’s eBook library which has both eBooks and audio books 

available 24/7/365. 

Students need to log in via SSO using their Compass user name @portlandsc.vic.edu.au (eg 

abc0123@portlandsc.vic.edu.au) and their Compass user name. 

 

You can also find a link to the school’s online citation maker to help with bibliographies and to pics4learning, 

which is a database of creative commons images. These images are ones that free of copyright and free to be 

used. 

The One Search section has links to a number of useful online search engines that are aimed at a high school au-

dience, making finding appropriate information and researching easier. 

From here you can also access World Book Online – a handy source for research. 



 

Christine Hart 

Satellite Campus 



 

I’m now more excited to go to University. 

You can have heaps of different occupations. 

That Uni sounds Fun. 

I learnt that Uni is not as hard as people say and while learning you can change your pathway. 

That I am going to Uni and it is not as bad as I thought it was J. 

That Science subjects seem fun. 

That your ATAR hardly matters and Uni is easy as you study and do a course you enjoy. 

You don’t have to move away from home to go to Uni. 

I’m still going to trade school! 

There are payment programs. 

Uni is not hard if you choose the correct pathway. 

Becoming a Doctor is really hard. 

College is easier and you get to learn from home twice a 

week and work from home. 

That some of the mentor students went to Uni not knowing 

what they wanted to do. 

You can do after pay for Uni until you get a fulltime job to pay for it. 

Deakin is a good Uni. 

Learning at Uni isn’t as hard as I thought. 

I want to go to Deakin, they have a lot of courses. 

You don’t have to have a high ATAR or be really smart to go to UNI. 

You don’t have to pay back your loan until you have a job and that you pay it off slowly. 

You can go to Uni and not know what career you want. 

You don’t have to live at Uni. 

I learnt that you don’t have to always go on campus for the learning and you don’t have to be smart or 

rich. Lol! 

You have more freedom and there are different ways to learn. 

You do all your stuff yourself. 

Learning at Uni isn’t as hard as I thought. 

Deakin University  -  19th August 
Here are some things that the year 10 students learnt from the online session 

hosted by Deakin University Staff and Students.  

Suzanne Patterson 

Year 10 Student Engagement Leader| Careers Advisor 



 

Jennifer Prichard 

Science PLAT Leader 

Science Fun! 
Our Science Team have been busy this term running as 

many practical labs as possible while we had the privilege of 

teaching face-to-face. Our labs are painstakingly put together 

by our laboratory technician Mandie Pethybridge. Many re-

quire knowledge of chemical substances and specialist 

equipment so that we can demonstrate scientific phenome-

non in the classroom. Our science teachers absolutely love 

science and work very hard to bring these pracs to life each 

lesson.  

Thanks to all science teachers (Donna Jennings, Mara Sat-

ins, Ian Chambers, Lauren Logan, Adrian Porter, Emily Clan-

cy, Brian Healy, Simon Jones, Deb Cobby, Carla Shiel, 

Dale Radcliffe, and Jen Prichard) and our science labora-

tory technician Mandie Pethybridge for the work you do.  



 

Hebat sekali!  PSC students compete in state-level Indonesian speaking competition. 

PSC students in Years 7, 9 and 10 participated in the state final of the Indonesian speaking competition 

on 14 August.  Seven students made it through the regional selection to go up against students from all 

over the Victoria.  Our PSC students put in excellent performances, and Gina Shemeld (9B) placed 2nd in 

the Year 9 category.  Amazing results!  Hebat sekali! 

Gina said she gained a lot from participating in the competition.  Gina found that the extra practice 

helped to extend the Indonesian language she learnt in class and improved her fluency.  Gina has been 

learning Indonesian as part of the combined Humanities-Indonesian class this year. 

This year’s competitors worked around repeated lockdowns and unfortunately, missed the opportunity 

to travel to Melbourne University for the state final.  Yet, Mykaylah Augoustakis (7A), said the competi-

tion was fun; “I thought it would be challenging at first, but it was really fun and I enjoyed it a lot.”  Stu-

dents learnt to answer questions about themselves, their interests and school life, as well as respond to 

visual prompts.  Mykaylah said that found herself improving each practice session and her confidence 

quickly grew.   

Year 10 student, Jayde Saliba, who entered for a second time this year, also said the competition im-
proved her confidence.   “It’s a great opportunity because it helps to develop my communication skills … 
you learn how to communicate in Indonesian with someone you have never met, so it enhances your 
skill.”  Jayde is currently doing Indonesian through Victorian School of Languages and she plans to con-
tinue her Indonesian studies in VCE. 
 
Gina nicely summed up the benefits of the competition and language learning; “I think that learning In-
donesian, not only in the competition, but in class, is a great way to connect to other cultures and 
broaden your knowledge out of Australia and around the world. In the future I would love to visit Indo-
nesia and use the skills that I have been lucky enough to learn.”   
 

PSC Language Assistant, Jyoti Sistadi, played a big role in preparing students for the competition, togeth-

er the LOTE teaching team.  “PSC students have a great potential in Indonesian”, Jyoti said, “it was really 

a great experience for me to witness their improvement in speaking Indonesian from day one of practice 

until the state-round of the competition.”   

Congratulations to Jayde Saliba, Brooke Tober, Gina Shemeld, Gracie Watt, Jessica Saliba, Nicola Venuto, 

and Mykaylah Augoustakis for their hard work and excellent progress in learning Indonesian. 
 

Jane McGrory         Jyoti Sistadi 

Indonesian PLAT Leader        Language Assistant 



 


