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Tuesday 3rd - Thursday 5th February - Year 7 Camp out

Friday 6th February - Year 7 Recovery Home Study Day

Friday 13th February - Swimming Sports 

Wednesday 18th February - School Photo Day

Thursday 19th February - GD Swimming

Wednesday 25th February - Year 7 Welcome BBQ

Friday 27th February - School Photos backup 

Monday 2nd March - Year 9 Future Me 

Wednesday 4th March - Athletics Day 

Monday 9th March - Labour Day Public Holiday
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Portland Secondary College is a Child Safe School

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER



Jo Kindred, Principal

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Welcome to all our new and returning families. 2026 is off to a successful start. All students
have been welcomed into their new year level, been allocated a locker, received their
timetable via Compass and started their classes. Staff have completed a rigorous day of
Professional Development to ensure we are fully prepared for student learning and this was
followed up with a day of Mentor interviews. Thank you to all the students and their families
who took the time to attend these very valuable interviews as it assists all students in making
a smooth start to their year. 

A number of new staff have joined us this year. Ms Sha Gallagher is our new VCE Manager and
will be teaching Legal Studies, Business Management and VM Literacy. Ms Emma Rudge is
teaching English and Performing Arts, Ms Sharon Clark is teaching Visual Communication, Art
and Textiles, Ms Sena Gonen is teaching Science and Physical Education, Mr Patrick Ryan is
teaching Psychology and Humanities, Mr Thomas Nieuwerkerk is teaching Maths and Physical
Education and Mr Scott Booth is teaching Science and several subjects up at the re-
Engagement Centre. 
We also welcome back Mandie Pethybridge, Flynn Chapman and Linda Errey. We welcome all
these people to PSC for 2026 and look forward to working closely with them throughout the
year. 
Throughout 2026 all teachers will be focusing on ensuring all students have learning growth in
every subject, particularly in the areas of Numeracy, Reading and Writing. Teachers will be
working collaboratively on developing different levels of coursework materials, cross - marking
student work and setting individual goals for all students to encourage them to reach their full
potential. Student learning behaviours will be reported on every five weeks and all parents are
asked to keep abreast of their child’s progress through Compass. Of course, parents are also
welcome to make an appointment to see relevant staff at any time to discuss any issues they
may have. We will also be having a large focus on student wellbeing through the School Wide
Positive Behaviour Support Program and part of this is keeping a close eye on attendance. We

all know that every day counts when it comes to student Attendance. The Department is
requiring that that schools, parents and students all meet their responsibilities to ensure there
are as few absences as possible. If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the
school as soon as possible on the day of absence, by either calling the College on 55231344 or
entering the absence on Compass. Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to,
or on the day that they will be away, helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will
fulfil your legal responsibility. All Victorian government schools are required to contact
parents/carers as soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If
your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why,
the absence will be marked as unexplained. This system also promotes daily school
attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s
education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind. If your 
child is likely to have an extended absence, let the school know – we can provide work to be
completed whilst at home or on holidays. 



A reminder that the Department of Education has in place a mobile phone ban that requires
students who bring mobiles phones to school to have them switched off and securely put
away during school hours. The department is requiring all schools to ensure this ban is in place
and enforced from the start of the 2026 school year. The ban applies equally to all government
schools right across the state. This helps ensure that school is a learning environment free from
unnecessary distractions and disruptions. By ensuring mobile phones are kept away at recess
and lunch times, students can interact with each other face-to-face, without the distractions
and social pressures that mobile phones can cause. I ask for the support of all our families,
staff and students in continuing to support the implementation of this policy in our school. For
a small number of students with particular health needs, an exception to the policy may be
granted. Please contact your child’s Level Manager if you would like to discuss this. In the event
of an emergency or if you need to immediately contact your child, I ask that families contact
the school office who will pass on a message as required.
Our school seeks to provide a positive, harmonious and productive environment and prides
itself on clear, consultative and open communication. Despite our best efforts, Portland
Secondary College doesn’t always get it right. It is a complex process to deal with 530 young
people and their families on a daily basis and sometimes students and parents may not be
happy with how events are handled. We encourage all parents to get into contact with us if
you are unhappy about something so the issue can be resolved. The College has a Complaints
Policy which is located in full on the College’s website if you want to make a formal complaint
but please get in touch with either myself or one of the Assistant Principals in the first instance.
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in Portland Secondary
College’s Privacy Policy. Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection
statement, found on our website.
Unfortunately, from time-to-time accidents happen. Portland Secondary College recommends
that all parents have ambulance cover because staff will not hesitate to call an ambulance if
they feel one is required. Parents will then be liable for the bill for the ambulance service which
can be quite expensive. Ambulance coverage for students is not expensive and could save big
bills in the future.
I am looking forward to wonderful year working with all our families and students and extend a
warm invitation for all parents to come and visit us here at PSC. Just make sure that you firstly
report to the Front Office.

Jo Kindred 
Principal

Kirsten Mitchell
Assistant Principal

Colin Payne
Assistant Principal



 
Who is Who? 

English

Health & Physical Education

LOTE - Indonesian

Visual & Performing Arts

Mathematics

Humanities

Science

Design & Technology 

Year 7 Student Engagement Leader

Year 8 Student Engagement Leader

Year 9 Student Engagement Leader

Year 10 Student Engagement Leader 

Year 11 & 12 Senior School Leader 

Year 11 & 12 VCE Manager 

Learning Specialist - Inclusive Teaching

Leading Teacher - Alternate Programs

Principal

Assistant Principal of Curriculum & Learning 

Assistant Principal of Discipline & Wellbeing 

Leading Teacher - Year 7 Hub Facilitator & Data

Compass, NAPLAN & Reporting Data

Inclusive Practice Leader

Ms. Jo Kindred

Ms. Kirsten Mitchell 

Mr. Colin Payne 

Ms. Deandra Tanner

Mrs. Christine Dixon 

Ms. Marika Howman

Ms. Kirsten Mitchell

Ms. Jane McGrory

Ms. Sue Taylor

Ms. Emma Speers

Mr. Andrew Harris

Ms. Donna Jennings

Mr. Thurston Bassett 

Ms. Mollie Reed

Mr. Braden Dawson

Mrs. Elizabeth Paulet 

Ms. Mollie Reed

Ms. Dakota Robinson

Mr. Adrian Porter

Ms. Susanne Patterson 

Ms. Sue Taylor 

Ms. Sha Gallagher

PLAT Leaders 

Principal Class 

Leadership Team 

Year Level Leaders 



Who is Who? 

Sport – Intra & Inter School Sport 

Satellite Campus Program Leader
Senior Data, RTO and Exam Coordinator 

Library Programs & Resource Manager 

Daily Organiser

MIPs, Careers Development Coordinator, 
Koorie Liaison Officer 

Business / Finance Manager

Operations Manager

HR

Attendance & General Office Team Leader & 
Junior School Attendance 

Inclusion & Supported Learning Admin Support

Student Services Manager

College Council President 

Middle School Attendance

Senior School Attendance

College Communications

Principal’s PA

Assistant Principal of Curriculum & Learning PA

Assistant Principal of Engagement & Wellbeing PA

Ms. Emily Gorey 

Ms. Janelle Collins 

Mrs. Marie Hein

Mrs. Tania Beard

Ms. Rebecca Fraser 

Mrs. Christine Dixon 

Ms. Donna Matthews 

Ms. Alana Nesbit

Ms. Cheryl Van Echteld

Mrs. Jemma Aitchison

Mrs. Joan Pethybridge 

Mrs. Jemma Aitchison

Ms. Suzanne Patterson 

Mrs. Leesa Hein

Ms. Donna Matthews

Mrs. Jodie Hollis

Mrs. Jemma Aitchison

Mrs. Shannon Thomas

Mrs. Jodie Hollis 

Teaching Staff initials are created by taking the first letter of your surname, last letter of your surname

and first letter of your Christian name. E.g. Jo Kindred becomes KDJ 

Education Support staff use their initials. E.g. Jemma Aitchison becomes JA 

Administration 



Attendance @ PSC

Welcome to our new staff for 2026
 Ms.SharonClark -

Visual Communication, Art &Textiles
Mr. Thomas Nieuwerkerk -

Maths & PE
Ms. Sena Gonen -

Science & PE
Ms. Emma Rudge -

English &
Performing Arts

Mr. Patrick Ryan -
Psychology &
Humanities

Ms. Sha Gallagher -
VCE Manager,

Legal Studies, Business
Management & VM Literacy
Absent: Mr. Scott Booth -

Science &
Re-Engagement













Annual privacy reminder for our school community
 Ourschool collects anduses student andparent personalinformation forstandard school

functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ privacy policy and the Schools’
privacy collection notice.

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy
https://portlandsc.vic.edu.au/our-school/policies/, describes how we collect and use
photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent consent is
required and how it can be provided and withdrawn. 

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Microsoft 365 safely at
the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after reviewing
the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using Microsoft 365,
please contact the school.

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents. This
information is also available in eleven community languages:
· Amharic
· Arabic
· Chinese
· Dari
· Gujarati
· Mandarin
· Somali
· Sudanese
· Turkish
· Urdu
· Vietnamese

Portland Secondary College is a Child Safe School



Do you want to get further involved in your child's education?
Would you like to have input into how

Portland Secondary College operates?

Then how about considering joining our School Council!

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable
skills and a range of experiences and knowledge that can help inform and
shape the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a

school council find their involvement satisfying and may also find that their
children feel a greater sense of belonging.

Who can join school council?
Parents and Guardians can all be elected on to School Council. Council is also

made up of the Principal, Assistant Principal, Business Manager and a staff
member, as well as elected students and the Deputy Captains of the College.

Portland Secondary College Council also includes a community member
category - members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of
their special skills, interests or experience. Generally, the term of office for all
members is two years. The term of office of half members expires each year,

creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
How can you become involved?

By participating in, and voting in the school council elections, which are held in
Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as

candidates that there are positions vacant. In view of this, you might consider
either standing for election as a member for School Council, or encouraging

another person to stand for election.

Get involved in your child's education.
 

Contact the Principal
on 55231344

for more information.Join the SchoolCouncil at PSC!

PO Box 452
170 Must Street Portland VIC
03 5523 1344
portland.sc@education.vic.gov.au

 ABN: 45 147 185 348



High Expectations at PSC 









Attendance and wellbeing are complex, interconnected issues, but keeping
track of this information shouldn’t have to be difficult. Compass has made

sure of that.

Compass -
Attendance & Wellbeing 

We must have parent / carer communication for every
single day your child is absent. 



WELCOME BACK!
2026 DAY 1 ...
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WELCOME BACK!
2026 DAY 1 ...



Community News
We love hearing from our community, please

contact us if you have an event or story to share. 

newsletter@portlandsc.vic.edu.au | 03 5523 1344

Respect Success Resilience Creativity





* Please ensure artwork is clearly labelled with section, grade and school. Names
are fine on the front for easy location for parents if you wish.

* A3 and below is preferred to ensure adequate space.
 

Once again, Thank you
Janet Nunn, Tyrendarra show Art Steward

Hi Schools/Pre-schools,

It is that time of year again “TYRENDARRA SHOW”, 14/2/2026. We would love to
see your student’s wonderful creations decorating our wall space again. Our

‘budding artists’ always excitedly point out their drawing/ painting/collages to
their proud families. It is a busy time for you and we appreciate the effort it takes

to support local events and to give your students different opportunities. 

TOPICS this year:

* Free choice
or

“Different animals we would like to see in the show”.
Maybe ‘Ollie the Octopus’ or an imaginary ‘uptydowny’ in the pet

parade. Free rides on a friendly dragon perhaps. The possibilities are
endless.

Good Luck!

*Machines
* If your school/grade or students would like to enter and would

like a pick up, I have enclosed my contact details. All groups
need to be ready by Friday lunch (13/2/26) so we can get them

displayed.

Janetnunn1@hotmail.com


