

















Portland Secondary College
Cneam?ﬁw opporlunilies
School Wide
Positive Behaviour
Support

Parent Information

At Portland Secondary College we recognise that strong student wellbeing is paramount to
student learning and engagement, and we highly value the importance of establishing,
nurturing and maintaining positive relationships in order to improve student outcomes.

The implementation of School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) has allowed the
College to establish a solid framework to develop a positive, safe and supportive culture
where student wellbeing and student learning are equally important.

SWPBS is a multi-tiered support system for behaviour management employed by teachers to
focus on promoting expected behaviours through positive teaching and reinforcement.

When SWPBS is implemented well, teachers and students have more time to focus on
relationships and learning. Students and staff benefit from:
= increased respectful and positive behaviour
+ increased time focused on learning
* increased academic performance
= improved social-emotional wellbeing
» positive and respectful relationships among students and staff
« g predictable learning environment with improved perceptions of safety and increased
attendance
improved perception of safety
reduced bullying behaviours
decreased suspensions
increased positive school culture and climate

SWPEBS is supported by programs such as PSC's Mentor Program, the Level Managers,
Respectful Relationships, Wellbeing Programs, Student Services and other external
organisations and utilises the Department of Education Wellbeing High Impact Strategies and
Positive Classroom Management Strategies. The College values and listens to Student Voice
and Agency and encourages students to take on leadership roles and to be active
participants in their local community.

The College uses the Compass program to share each child’'s progress at school in both their
learning, engagement and behaviour.

Portland Secondary College is a Child Safe School.




Portland Secondary College
School Wide Positive Behaviour Suppport

What is Compass?
Compass is our School Management program that allows
parents and carers to access up-to-date and meaningful
information about PSC and your child's progress.
Compass allows users to: r

« Monitor your child’s attendance, and enter an explanation for absence

or lateness

« Communicate with your child's teachers, and update your family contact details

« View your child’'s timetable and the school calendar

* Monitor your child's homework and assessment tasks

* Download and view your child's academic reports

» Book parent-teacher conferences

« Pay and provide consent for events and school fees

= Access the College Newsletter

= Check your child's learning, engagement and behaviour at school

As part of School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) your child can receive positive
feedback in the form of a tangible reward which could be a token, a green Compass chronicle
or a postcard.

Tokens: To reward a student for demonstrating a positive behaviour, staff simply hand the
student the relevant coloured token and inform the student they can save their tokens and
redeem them to gain a prize at the SWPBS Shop.

All teachers will be issued with a token pouch containing counters of the four values colours.
Red = Creativity Blue = Respect
Light Green = Success Dark Green = Resilience

Once every three weeks students will be able to redeem their tokens at the SWPBS Shop which
will be manned by the Student Voice & Agency Committee (SVAC) students.

Green Compass Posts:

Teachers can also reward students by recording a green compass post under the relevant
College Value. These posts are visible on the student’s compass profiles for students and their
families to view. The Compass Program automatically calculates each student's Compass
points and they can also be redeemed for a prize at the shop.

Postcards:

To acknowledge the demonstration of valued and expected behaviour, teachers can send
Postcards home to students to be celebrated by their families.

When students make academic errors, it is important to respond by re-teaching, providing
guided practice, and allowing them to practise with frequent monitoring. Similarly, viewing
inappropriate behaviours as learning errors supports taking a supportive, educative
approach. Effective responses to inappropriate behaviour in the classroom involve fair and
consistent corrective actions. By explicitly teaching and providing constructive, specific
feedback, students can learn and practise new behaviours.

Staff also use the Compass program to record the behaviours we want to see corrected.
These occur in the form of ‘yellow’ Compass notes for minor behaviours and ‘red’ Compass
notes for major behaviours.

It is important that parents are regularly monitoring Compass to see how your child is
functioning in the College environment.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the
classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the
opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making
Victoria the Education State and the Government’'s commitment to breaking the link between a

student’s financial circumstances and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)

School camps provide children with inspiring
experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world
works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and
leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to
assist eligible families to cover the costs of school
excursions, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or
support an out of home care student you may be
eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category
also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families.
The allowance is paid directly to the schoal to use
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.

The annual CSEF amount per student is $400 for all
school students.

HOW TO APPLY

New applicants should contact the school
office to obtain a CSEF application form or
download from the website below.

If you applied for CSEF at your child's schoal
last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year unless there has
been a change in your family circumstances.

You only need to complete an application
form if any of the following changes have
occurred:

* new student enrolments: your child has
started or changed schools this year.

« changed family circumstances: such
as a change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings
commencing this year,

Check with the school office if you are unsure.

MORE INFORMATION

For more information about CSEF visit:

https ://'www.vic.gov.awcamps-sports-and-excursions-fund
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund eligibility

Applications must be submitted to the school as soon as possible and no later than the end of Term 2.

Where a school or family is unsure if the concession card is eligible, they are encouraged to submit the application into
the CSEF system for validation.

CS8EF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years.
Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school.

Those who are eligible to apply for the CSEF must meet both of the following two criteria or be eligible for special
consideration.

Eligible means-tested cards

Only financially means-tested cards are eligible.

Eligibility date

Eligibility will be subject to the parent/carer's concession card being successfully validated with Centrelink (refer to the
department’s policy, Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF}), on either the first student day of Term 1 or Term 2.

Criterion 1 — General eligibility
The applicant must be one of the following:
* a parent or carer who is the beneficiary of a financially means-tested card
* astudent over 16 years who is considered a mature minor and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth
Allowance Health Care Card). Applicant to use the 16 and over application form. For guidance on assessing
whether a student is a mature minor, refer to the department’s policy on Mature Minors and Decision Making

* a parent or carer whose child is 16 or over and the beneficiary of a financially means-tested card but are not
considered a mature minor. Applicant to use the 16 and over parent consent form.
For students over 16 years of age and where the eligible card is in the name of the student, the fund is only granted to
that student, not their siblings.

Criterion 2 — Be of school age and attend a Victorian school

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a registered Victorian school.
CSEF is not payable to a student attending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled.

Special Consideration

A special consideration eligibility category exists to assist families and students in certain circumstances. Applications
should be made through this application form. For more information, refer to: Camps. Sports and Excursions Fund

(CSEF): Eligibility.

Payment amounts

The CSEF is an annual payment paid directly to the school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports
and/or excursion costs for your child. Please refer to the department’s policy for the current rates and more information,

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF): Payment amounts.

How to complete the application form
Note: all sections must be completed by the applicant.

1. Complete the APPLICANT DETAILS section.
Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your
concession card. You will alse need to provide your concession card to the school.

2. Complete the STUDENT DETAILS section for students at this school.

3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible and no later than the end of Term 2.

Privacy Statement

The Department of Education is committed to protecting your privacy. All information collected will be handled in accordance with the
Privacy Data and Protection Act 2014 (Vic) and the Health Records Act 2001 (Vic). This personal information is collected to assess your
eligibility to receive a CSEF payment. Your data is securely managed and only shared with Centrelink and DFFH when necessary for
business operations or legal compliance. By submitting this form, you consent to our data practices. For more information regarding
correction to your personal information or the handling of personal information please email csef@education.vic.gov.au. For more
information about the departments privacy policy, please visit: Schools' privacy policy | vic.gov.au
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
APPLICATION FORM

School Name School Ref ID
Applicant details

Surname

First Name

Address

Town/Suburb

State and Postcode

Contact Number

Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN)

O

OR [ veterans affairs pensioner (Gold Card)* OR ] Special Consideration**

*Applicants must provide a copy of the Veteran Affairs Gold card.

*Qut of Home Care applications must include a letter of support from the institution facilitating the arrangement (for example, Mackillop Family
Services or the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (DFFH)) as evidence of the arrangement and must be no more than 18 months
old).

Student details

Child’s surname Child’s first name Student ID Date of birth  Year level
(dd/mm/yyyy)

Declaration

| authorise the Victorian Department of Education (DE) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry about my Centrelink
customer details and concession card status to enable the business to determine if | qualify for a concession, rebate or service. | also authorise
the Victorian Department of Families, Faimess and Housing (DFFH) to provide the results of any enquiry to DE regarding temporary care orders.
| understand that:
o DFFH or Centrelink will use information | have provided to DE to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and
will disclose to DE personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status.
s This consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless | withdraw it by contacting the school.
e | can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DFFH and provide it to my child's school so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund can be determined.
o |f| withdraw my consent or do not altematively provide proof of my circumstances/details, | may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund provided by DE.
o Information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to DFFH and/or State Schools Relief for
the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance.
You can request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your
child's school.

Signature of applicant Date ! 1202 _
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