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Jo Kindred, Principal

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
The first couple of weeks of 2026 have flown by with many students coming to visit me in the

office just to say hello or to showcase some of their class work they have begun. It is
wonderful to see students enjoying being back in school and taking pride in the outstanding

quality of the work they are producing.

The start to the year has been extremely busy for all students, and particularly so for the
new cohort of Year 7. They enjoyed a wonderful three days at camp and engaged in a

whole host of team building activities including team activities, scavenger hunts, ten pin
bowling, mini golf, swimming, and lawn bowls. Students also spent some time working on

relational capacity building activities which is really important as they meet students from
other schools and make new friends. The weather was great, almost too warm and the
students all had a wonderful time getting to know their classmates and their teachers,

going home very tired after the camp.

Lots of building works have been occurring at the College. Our Year 7 Hub has new flooring
and carpet, a new roof and has been configured slightly differently this year. Students

started in the Hub this week and have already commented on what a great space it is. We
are also very excited to welcome back ‘Hubble’, the Hub’s pet axolotl, who has been

enjoying her summer holidays at Mr Elijah’s home. The technology rooms are having a
makeover with all the floors being sanded and polished, the bike enclosure has been

painted as have parts of the Gym, indoors and out, and a number of other rooms have had
minor repairs completed. Around the GLG (the Year 11 and Year 12 space) and the trade

training Centre, a great deal of drainage work is occurring to prevent future flooding of the
grounds in the event of a huge rainstorm. In the next few weeks, this work will move further
inti the school and be centred around repairs to the Marriott Theatre, and while all this is a

little inconvenient at times, it will be wonderful when it is all completed.

Last Monday our School Captains, Sienna Stone and Gracie Walder hosted a whole school
assembly where we welcomed all students back to school and introduced our new staff to
the student body. Sienna and Gracie, both shared their leadership journey’s to becoming a
school captain and the arrangements for the Swimming Sports were outlined. This year the

Swimming will occur on Friday the 13th of February but only those students who have
nominated to swim will be going to the pool to compete. The rest of the student body will

enjoy a normal day back at school.

Respect CreativitySuccess Resilience



An opportunity exists for parents to get involved in School Council. If you would like to have
a say in state education and the operational decisions of Portland Secondary College,

please get in touch with the College. Keep an eye on future newsletters for further details.

Finally, this week, the College is looking for a Canteen Manager as Cindy Taylor, our
manager of the past few years is starting on the journey to become a teacher. If you would
like to hear more about the role of Canteen manager and exactly what is involved please
contact Jemma Aitchison on Jemma.Aitchison@education.vic.gov.au or call the general

office on 55231344.

Respect CreativitySuccess Resilience

Every year Portland Secondary College invites parent input into a number of school policies.
This week we publish the first of these – the College’s Statement of Values and School

Philosophy.

If you have any comments or contributions regarding the Policy, please email the Principal
on Portland.sc@education.vic.gov.au.

Please see the following pages to read the Statement of Values and School Philosophy. 

PARENT INPUT: SCHOOL POLICIES

VALUES AND SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY













 
Who is Who? 

English

Health & Physical Education

LOTE - Indonesian

Visual & Performing Arts

Mathematics

Humanities

Science

Design & Technology 

Year 7 Student Engagement Leader

Year 8 Student Engagement Leader

Year 9 Student Engagement Leader

Year 10 Student Engagement Leader 

Year 11 & 12 Senior School Leader 

Year 11 & 12 VCE Manager 

Learning Specialist - Inclusive Teaching

Leading Teacher - Alternate Programs

Principal Assistant Principal of Curriculum &

Learning 

Assistant Principal of Discipline & Wellbeing 

Leading Teacher - Year 7 Hub Facilitator & Data

Compass, NAPLAN & Reporting Data

Inclusive Practice Leader

Ms. Jo Kindred

Ms. Kirsten Mitchell 

Mr. Colin Payne 

Ms. Deandra Tanner

Mrs. Christine Dixon 

Ms. Marika Howman

Ms. Kirsten Mitchell

Ms. Jane McGrory

Ms. Sue Taylor

Ms. Emma Speers

Mr. Andrew Harris

Ms. Donna Jennings

Mr. Thurston Bassett 

Ms. Mollie Reed

Mr. Braden Dawson

Mrs. Elizabeth Paulet 

Ms. Mollie Reed

Ms. Dakota Robinson

Mr. Adrian Porter

Ms. Susanne Patterson 

Ms. Sue Taylor 

Ms. Sha Gallagher

PLAT Leaders 

Principal Class 

Leadership Team 

Year Level Leaders 



Who is Who? 

Sport – Intra & Inter School Sport 

Library Programs & Resource Manager 

Satellite Campus Program Leader
Senior Data, RTO and Exam Coordinator 

Daily Organiser

MIPs, Careers Development Coordinator, 
Koorie Liaison Officer 

Business / Finance Manager

Operations Manager

HR

Attendance & General Office Team Leader & 
Junior School Attendance 

Inclusion & Supported Learning Admin Support

Student Services Manager College Council

President 

Ms. Emily Gorey 

Ms. Janelle Collins 

Mrs. Marie Hein

Mrs. Tania Beard

Ms. Rebecca Fraser 

Mrs. Christine Dixon 

Ms. Donna Matthews 

Ms. Alana Nesbit

Ms. Cheryl Van Echteld

Mrs. Jemma Aitchison

Mrs. Joan Pethybridge 

Mrs. Jemma Aitchison

Ms. Suzanne Patterson 

Middle School Attendance

Senior School Attendance

College Communications

Principal’s PA

Assistant Principal of Curriculum & Learning PA

Assistant Principal of Engagement & Wellbeing PA

Mrs. Leesa Hein

Ms. Donna Matthews

Mrs. Jodie Hollis

Mrs. Jemma Aitchison

Mrs. Shannon Thomas

Mrs. Jodie Hollis 

Teaching Staff initials are created by taking the first letter of your surname, last letter of your surname

and first letter of your Christian name. E.g. Jo Kindred becomes KDJ 

Education Support staff use their initials. E.g. Jemma Aitchison becomes JA 

Administration 













Annual privacy reminder for our school community
 Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school

functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ privacy policy and the Schools’
privacy collection notice.

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy
https://portlandsc.vic.edu.au/our-school/policies/, describes how we collect and use
photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent consent is
required and how it can be provided and withdrawn. 

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Microsoft 365 safely at
the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after reviewing
the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using Microsoft 365,
please contact the school.

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents. This
information is also available in eleven community languages:
· Amharic
· Arabic
· Chinese
· Dari
· Gujarati
· Mandarin
· Somali
· Sudanese
· Turkish
· Urdu
· Vietnamese

Portland Secondary College is a Child Safe School



 
Government schools provide students with
free curriculum and ensure students have
free access to all items, activities and
services that they need for their regular
classes.

The school may invite you to:
Make a voluntary contribution to
support the school.
purchase extra-curricular items and
activities
purchase educational items to own.

You are not required to make payments or
voluntary financial contributions to your
school. Schools cannot refuse your child
school if you do not contribute. 
For additional support

Schools fees are voluntary
forGovernment schools

Reminder

State Schools Relief
 

1800 338 663

enquiries@education.vic.gov.au

03 9481 0800

vaeai@vaeai.org.au
https://www.vaeai.org.au/

144 Westbourne Grove, Northcote VIC
3070

 
Ask your school about their Financial Help for
Families policy or contact DE below.
For more information.

 
First off talk with your schools’ principal,
assistant principal, KESO or Koorie support
worker, wellbeing coordinator or even a
teacher you get along with to talk about your
situation and see what supports they can offer.

03 8769 8400

contact@ssr.net.au
https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/

1/8 Johnston Court, Dandenong South
VIC 3175

StateSchools Relief supports families in
buying school supplies, such as shoes,
uniforms, books & learning devices in State
Schools for disadvantaged students attending
Government schools.

They offer the following:
Glasses for Kids Program. Providing
glasses for students with visual
impairments.
Graphing Calculator Program. Providing
graphic calculators for secondary students
doing STEM subjects in terms 1 & 4.
iPad Program. Providing iPads for non-
verbal students.
Travel Pass Program. 30-Day Travel Pass
for any primary, secondary or specialist
school students experiencing crisis, such
as family violence or sudden financial
hardship, to ensure they can continue to
travel by public transport.
Work boots for students enrolled in VET
subjects.
Discount items from direct from their
online store, such as:

School basics.
School shoes.
Workwear uniforms.
Swimwear.

Requests for assistance are made by the school
staff, this could be a principal, wellbeing
coordinator, KESO or a teacher. A request can
also be made by a support agency. 

Ask your school or support service about
applying for assistance through the State
Schools Relief program.

For more information.

Back to School
Information Pack 2026

State-wide
Information

Howdo I apply?

How do I apply?

Startatyourschool

tel:1800338663
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tFP1zcsKCm3qMxIMjBgtFI1qDBLTDEzMTZPSTYxSzMxNkiyMqgwTkmxME82s0xMSjG0TDG29GItS0xNzAQAEcwRfg&q=vaeai&oq=vaea&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqFQgCEC4YJxivARjHARiABBiKBRiOBTIGCAAQRRg8MhAIARAuGK8BGMcBGIAEGI4FMhUIAhAuGCcYrwEYxwEYgAQYigUYjgUyBwgDEAAYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRhBMgYIBxBFGDzSAQgyMDE5ajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
tel:1800338663
tel:1800338663
https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/
tel:1800338663
tel:1800338663


How do I apply?
 

How do I apply?
A young person must be referred by their
school or a support worker from a 3rd party
organization (ie. VACCA. VACSAL, VAEAI, local
co-op or health service) and must meet
specific criteria to be eligible for the program.
First nations students are eligible for
assistance through the program. The worker
referring should email the full booklist to the
program when applying.
For more information.

For more information.

How do I apply?

For more information.

For more information.

03 9689 4800

info@ltfoundation.com.au
https://ltfoundation.au/

0401 487 414

enquiries@openingthedoors.org.au
https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/ 

Completethe online form below:
https://app.openingthedoors.org.au/
Applications close: 2nd April 2026 
The form can be completed by the
student/family, a school support person, or a
support worker from another organisation.

Opening the Doors Foundation provides
grants to support the extra costs of school,
including school uniforms, books, school
camps & excursions, IT equipment, stationary
and other school associated costs (schools
fees and tutoring not included). The fund is
open to students of Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander descent currently enrolled in a
Catholic or Independent education
institution.

 
The Les Twentyman Back to School Program
provides educational resources, textbooks, and
stationery for young people in Government,
Catholic & Independent schools experiencing
financial difficulty and unstable living
conditions.

https://www.vic.gov.au/receiving-
school-saving-bonus 

https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-
and-excursions-fund

Reach out to your local Aboriginal Co-op or
Organisation. They may be able to provide
assistance on a case-by-case basis according
to the needs of your family and their available
resources.

 
The specific $400 School Saving Bonus (SSB)
for 2025 is no longer available. Any remaining
2025 bonus funds can still be used for school
activities (camps, excursions, events) in 2026,
but cannot be combined across different
schools.

The CSEF provides payments to assist eligible
families to cover the costs of camps, sporting
activities and excursions.
Payments are made directly to an eligible
student’s school. Schools must use a CSEF
payment only for the eligible student. From 1
January 2026, families eligible for CSEF will see
an increase in support to $400 for primary and
secondary school children. Applications for
2026 CSEF support will open from 27 January
2026.
This support is available for Government
schools.

Parents/guardians apply through their child's
school; applications for 2026 open January 27,
2026.

Opening the doors foundation

Les twentyman foundation’s back
to schoolprogram

Aboriginal Co-ops and
Organisations.

School Saving Bonus

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
expenditure (CSEF)

https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/apply-now
tel:1800338663
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/receiving-school-saving-bonus
tel:1800338663
tel:1800338663
tel:1800338663
tel:1800338663
https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/
https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/
https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/apply-now
https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/apply-now
https://www.vic.gov.au/receiving-school-saving-bonus
https://www.vic.gov.au/receiving-school-saving-bonus
https://www.vic.gov.au/receiving-school-saving-bonus
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund


Bairnsdale
03 5116 1620

Ballarat
0458 716 669 
0428 487 916

Bendigo
0481 911 725
Brimbank
03 9311 2367
Broadmeadows
03 9066 3635
Lakes Entrance
03 5155 5159
Melbourne
03 9473 4300

 
Contact your local Learning for Life office. 

Dandenong
03 9793 9852

Epping
0466 089 570
0411 792 879

Geelong
0428 137 622
0466 474 229

Morwell
03 5133 9065
Shepparton
0466 776 682
0428 642 164

Werribee
03 9473 4300
03 9473 4343

From 1 January 2026, young people under 18
can travel for free on Victorian public transport
with a Youth myki. 

Must be aged 5 to 17 years old,
use a registered myki account for
purchasing online ,Manage your myki -
Transport Victoria
pay $5.00 for the card, which will be mailed
to you, or you can buy it at a train station
near you. 

BUY & SELL second hand text books, uniforms,
calculators, musical instruments, sports gear,
Uni books and more. 

https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/ 

 
Through Learning for Life, The Smith Family
connects students to sponsors whose support
helps families by providing students with
financial support for school costs, coordinator
guidance and access to out-of-school
programs 

 
Through VACCA Dandenong.

9108 3500

Community benefit fund. Only for Gunai
Kurnai people.

https://gunaikurnai.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/11/Community-
Benefit-Fund-Policy-v4.pdf

 
Provide financial support through their
Education Assistance Program. 
Only for families located in Hampton Park,
Cranbourne, Blind Bight, Cannons Creek,
Clyde, Pearcedale, Tooradin, Warneet,
Lyndhurst, and Lynbrook. Health care card
required. 

https://ciscranbourne.org.au/education-
assistance-program/

 
Can offer limited supports for school uniform,
and school supplies,
 but to utilise funds you must complete and
intake and assessment and meet the criteria
and be eligible for the programs. 

Transport

Sustainable School Shop

EmergencyRelief

The Smith Family Learning for Life

Howdo I apply?
Gunaikurnai Land and Waters
Aboriginal Corporation
(GLaWAC) 

Gippsland and East Gippsland
Aboriginal Co-Operative(GEGAC)

Cranbourne Community Information &
Support

Regional Specific
Support
South-East Victoria

tel:0351161620
tel:0351161620
tel:0458716669
tel:0458716669
tel:0428487916
tel:0481911725
tel:0481911725
tel:0393112367
tel:0393112367
tel:0390663635
tel:0390663635
tel:0351555159
tel:0351555159
tel:0394734300
tel:0394734300
tel:0397939852
tel:0397939852
tel:0466089570
tel:0466089570
tel:0411792879
tel:0428137622
tel:0428137622
tel:0466474229
tel:0351339065
tel:0351339065
tel:0466776682
tel:0466776682
tel:0428642164
tel:03%2094734300
tel:03%2094734300
tel:03%2094734343
https://transport.vic.gov.au/manage-myki#buy/details
https://transport.vic.gov.au/manage-myki#buy/details
https://transport.vic.gov.au/manage-myki#buy/details
https://transport.vic.gov.au/manage-myki#buy/details
tel:1800338663
https://gunaikurnai.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Community-Benefit-Fund-Policy-v4.pdf
https://gunaikurnai.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Community-Benefit-Fund-Policy-v4.pdf
https://gunaikurnai.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Community-Benefit-Fund-Policy-v4.pdf
https://gunaikurnai.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Community-Benefit-Fund-Policy-v4.pdf


Mildura office
(03) 5018 4100

Kerang office
(03) 5412 6004

Can help existing and current serviced
clients/families.
For more information.

Swanhill office
(03) 5032 8600

Students will receive packs for school, lunch
and healthy lunchbox ideas. These events in
Stawell and Horsham, are an opportunity for
families to learn about Goolum Goolum's
support programs for 2025.

Horsham
Date: 20 January 2026
Location: Dalki Guli Hub
Time: 11am - 2pm

Stawell
Date: 22 January 2026
Location: Goolum Hub
Time: 11am - 2pm

Please register your child/children’s
attendance
Conctact: Kym Bateson 0447 846 250

03 5821 7333

info@ganbina.com.au

Contact Jirrah at VACSAL-BWAYS on 9484 5310

Can help kids that are already part of the
program. Our program is open to all young
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young
people, from the age of six to 25 years old. You
can join at any time, and it’s free.

They offer the following support:
Help cover school or work related
expenses.

VACSAL - BWAYS AESL program supports
students from Prep - Year 12 in the Northern
& Western Metropolitan Region of
Melbourne. They offer support for families of
low-income and single income parents by
ensuring that their children receive the best
start to their school year. The program is
offered from 1st December-1st February each
year.

They offer the following support:

school textbooks ~ referrals to Les
Twentyman "Back to School" program
negotiate with schools regarding payment
plans for school fees.
offer case management to those who wish
to receive further support for young
people who are at risk of disengagement at
school

Mallee District Aboriginal Services
(MDAS)

Ganbina

VACSAL - BWAYS Aboriginal Early
School Leavers 'Back to School'
Program.

Goolum Goolum: Back to School
Day

For more information

For more information.

North-West Victoria

South-West Victoria

North-East Victoria

mailto:info@ganbina.com.au
mailto:info@ganbina.com.au


Do you want to get further involved in your child's education?
Would you like to have input into how

Portland Secondary College operates?

Then how about considering joining our School Council!

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable
skills and a range of experiences and knowledge that can help inform and
shape the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a

school council find their involvement satisfying and may also find that their
children feel a greater sense of belonging.

Who can join school council?
Parents and Guardians can all be elected on to School Council. Council is also

made up of the Principal, Assistant Principal, Business Manager and a staff
member, as well as elected students and the Deputy Captains of the College.

Portland Secondary College Council also includes a community member
category - members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of
their special skills, interests or experience. Generally, the term of office for all
members is two years. The term of office of half members expires each year,

creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
How can you become involved?

By participating in, and voting in the school council elections, which are held in
Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as

candidates that there are positions vacant. In view of this, you might consider
either standing for election as a member for School Council, or encouraging

another person to stand for election.

Get involved in your child's education.
 

Contact the Principal
on 55231344

f or more information .

Join the School Council at PSC!
PO Box 452
170 Must Street Portland VIC
03 5523 1344
portland.sc@education.vic.gov.au

 ABN: 45 147 185 348



High Expectations at PSC 









 
Attendance and wellbeing are complex, interconnected issues, but keeping
track of this information shouldn’t have to be difficult. Compass has made

sure of that.

Compass -
Attendance & Wellbeing

We must have parent / carer communication for every
single day your child is absent. 



Gaylene Turri, Textiles Teacher

Year 8 Textiles

Ms Turri’s Year 8 Textiles class is
off to a flying start. After being
briefed on safety in the textiles
room, students are learning the

art of hand sewing, including
running stitch, back stitch,

blanket stitch, and sewing on a
button. They will then design a

drawing that incorporates all of
these stitches before creating a

finished item.

Braden Dawson, Food Studies Teacher

Mr Dawson’s Year 10 class cooked
tiger nut cakes this week. As tiger

nuts are quite hard to find,
students improvised by using

almond meal. This unusual cake is
not baked in the oven; instead, it is

cooked in a saucepan on the
stovetop and then shaped into a

cone before serving. The cakes are
traditionally served with date

syrup, and in this case, students
were also treated to a little cream

on the side.

Year 10 Food Studies



Mollie Reed, Year 7 Level Leader

Year 7 Camp
Our Year 7 students recently enjoyed a fantastic couple of days on their school camp,

making the most of the beautiful local area while being based right on the school grounds.
The weather was perfect, providing nothing but sunshine and blue skies as the group set off

for a series of adventures across Warrnambool and Portland.

After set-up and get-to-know-you activities on the first day, energy was high on day two as
the students headed to Warrnambool to test their skills at mini-golf and ten-pin bowling.
There was plenty of friendly competition and laughter as they navigated the greens and
chased strikes on the lanes, with a pizza break and playtime at Lake Pertobe for lunch, of

course!

The fun continued on their final day in Portland, where the year level enjoyed a refreshing
swimming session or an alternative activity of lawn bowls, followed by a beautiful picnic in
the Botanical Gardens to round out the camp. It was wonderful to see the Year 7s embrace

new sports and friendships with such enthusiasm and sportsmanship.

Staying on school grounds offered a unique opportunity for the cohort to bond in a familiar
setting. These three days were a brilliant way for the students to strengthen friendships and
build school spirit in a relaxed, sun-filled environment. We are incredibly proud of how the

Year 7s represented themselves throughout the trip.





Year 7 Welcome BBQ

🥳 🌭 YEAR 7 WELCOME TO PSC BBQ 🥳 🌭
We look forward to seeing you at the event!

Please accept or decline this event on your Parent Compass so we can keep track of
numbers for catering.

RSVP by Thursday 19/02/26.

ROW 1:
Year 7 HUB Teachers:

Mollie Reed, Emily
Gorey, Ashley

Elijah, Jasmine
McDonald and Marika

Howman

ROW 2:
Year 7 HUB Ed

Support:
Flynn Chapman,

Cindy
Taylor, Liza
Chapple



Suzanne Patterson, Koorie Liaison Officer

Koorie Big Day Out



Sporting Events

Emily Gorey, PE Team Leader

🏃‍♀️Ready!  🏃🏽Set! 🏃🏻Go!  

PSC Athletics Day is Monday 2  March @ Nelson Park.nd

What you need to know:
 ✅Students must go to school to be marked off by their Mentor

 ✅Students will walk to Nelson Park with their Year level and
teachers

 ✅Students must remain at the park until they are dismissed at the
end of the day (if a student needs to leave early, they must be

collected by a parent/guardian and signed out by their Mentor)
 ✅Parents/Guardians are welcome to come and watch and support

their students
 ✅Canteen will be available (cash only) or bring your own food

from home
 🚨Students local excursion form must be completed before event to

attend
 👕Wear the colours assigned to your Year level

 ❌NO mobile phones (normal school rules apply)
 ❌NO fast food can be dropped off by parents

❓Any questions, please contact PSC 5523 1344 or your students PE
teacher



PSC Homework Club

🚨PSC HOMEWORK PROGRAM IS BACK FOR 2026 🚨

All students are welcome to attend.

The homework club provides an opportunity to study in a quiet environment, with support
available from our Literacy Tutor, Mrs Foster, and our Numeracy Tutor, Mrs Chapman.

There’s no need to book — just turn up on the selected night with some work to complete or
use the time to revise work.

Mrs Elley Foster
Literacy Support

Mrs Donna Chapman
Numeracy Support



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Victorian Young Leaders
First Nations Program

Two of our students enjoyed an amazing experience over the Christmas break and will
embark on phase two of the adventure. Isobel Fraser and Tyianah Walmsley took part in the

all expenses paid, Victorian Young Leaders First Nations Program. 

The Victorian Young Leaders First Nations (VYLFN) program is a cultural leadership program
for First Nations students enrolled to study year 9 or 10 at a Victorian Government school and
enrolled in the Koorie Academy of Excellence (KAE) in 2026. The program promotes pride in

identity and culture and highlights the strengths of First Nations young people. 

The objective of the VYLFN program is to enable First Nations students to connect with First
Nations peers and organisations in Victoria and Aotearoa New Zealand, with a specific focus
on strengthening self-determination in their education, leadership and learning from other

experiences of self-determination. 

After writing extensive applications to be accepted into the program, the girls first participated
in a cultural and filmmaking camp. Originally planned to take place in the Jamieson Valley,

the camp was moved to Phillip Island due to the bushfires which occurred across the summer.
Whilst on the camp, Isobel and Tyianah engaged with a number of Koorie students and six
Maori students from New Zealand. As well as completing a number of activities such as The

Giant Swing, Zip Lining, Indigenous and Maori games, campfire conversations and music, the
girls were required to take part in the creation of short films which will be shown at the Maori

Land Film Festival. Māoriland Film Festival is the world’s largest celebration of Indigenous
storytelling through film with five days of screenings, interactive installation and art

exhibitions, industry events and more.

Year 10 Isobel Fraser Year 10 Tyianah Walmsley



Leaf - From 
Budawang

Land 

Students
on 

the camp

Tyianah was involved in the film production of a series of interviews about culture,
connections and what it means to be part of a mob. Isobel’s film is a dreamtime story about
how the creator made fire and the black crows. Both girls worked very hard to plan, film and

edit their productions.

The next part of the Program is to travel to Aotearoa New Zealand between the 20-29 March
2026 where they will catch up with their new Maori friend and learn about their culture as well

as showcasing their films at the film festival. 

Both girls commented that they have loved both the opportunity to travel overseas and learn
about new cultures as well as exploring their own. We look forward to hearing about their New

Zealand experiences early in term 2.



Year 12 Sienna Stone

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Sienna had a very busy summer break!
 At the end of 2025, Sienna was selected

to tour the USA with the Surfcoast
Basketball Association—an experience

of a lifetime!

 She then kicked off 2026 as a member
of the U20 Victoria Navy team,

competing at the National
Championships.

Charlotte Fraser

2025 Year 12 student Charlotte Fraser
was shortlisted for NGV TOP ARTS 2026. 
We are proud to report that Charlotte

made it down to the last 9% of the 1500
entries. It was reported to be very close

and the judges took their time
considering Charlotte’s work.

Charlotte was offered to be a guest
speaker at one of the Top Art events.  



Janelle Collins, Teacher Librarian

Library News

The library is open for students for at least
one break time each day so students

have access and can borrow a book or
magazine if they need to for Reading,

which happens in classes after lunch for
10 minutes. 

It is great to see students using the library
at break times to play games, read or

study. 

There have been many studies that have
shown the benefits of reading, so why not
take along something interesting to read

when you are given time?

We have a wide range of books – fiction,
non-fiction, graphic novels - and

magazines available for borrowing, and
Ms Collins is happy to have students
suggest new additions to the library

collection to help ensure students can
find material that interests them.

Most books are available for four week loan, graphic novels and picture books have a two
week loan period and magazines one week. If students want to re-borrow books, all they need

to do is pop into the library, and this can be easily done.

Don’t forget the Library web app is also available via the star menu on Compass and has
access to a range of resources, including audio and eBooks 24/7. 

Year 7 students will be timetabled for one period a fortnight to have Library and Information
Skills sessions to help familiarise them with the Library, and to learn information skills. In their

next session they will be introduced to the PSC eBook and audio book library.
 
 

😊 Happy reading



📚 The Power of Independent Reading 📚

“Independent reading is the foundation that supports every aspect of a child’s learning.”
Independent reading builds comprehension, vocabulary, creativity, and confidence—it’s the

core operating system that supports every subject and future learning opportunity.

🕒 A Long-Standing PSC Tradition
For many years, PSC has provided a dedicated daily after-lunch reading time. This valued

routine remains a cornerstone of our commitment to student learning.

🏡 How Families Can Support at Home
You can help build strong reading habits by:

•  Ensuring your child brings a reading book each day 📘
•  Encouraging regular reading at home 🏠

•  Helping your child find books they truly enjoy 🔎

Our Library team is always happy to help students choose books that match their interests
and abilities.

🤝 When Families and Schools Work Together

When we nurture a strong reading culture—at school and at home—our children thrive, grow,
explore, and succeed together.



MOBILE PHONE BAN REMINDER
A reminder that the Victorian Government and Department of Education have banned mobile
phones at all government schools. Students may bring phones due to travel needs, but they
must be stored in locked lockers for the entire day. Phones are not to be in pockets, bags, or

pencil cases. If a phone is seen or detected, it will be collected in line with government
regulations.

This rule also applies when arriving and leaving—please wait until you are off school grounds
before using your phone.

Any collected phone will be secured at the General Office, and parents will be contacted to
pick it up. Failure to hand over a phone when asked will result in suspension from the Year

Level Manager



Community News
We love hearing from our community, please

contact us if you have an event or story to share. 

newsletter@portlandsc.vic.edu.au | 0355231344

Respect Success Resilience Creativity





* Please ensure artwork is clearly labelled with section, grade and school. Names
are fine on the front for easy location for parents if you wish.

* A3 and below is preferred to ensure adequate space.
 

Once again, Thank you
Janet Nunn, Tyrendarra show Art Steward

Hi Schools/Pre-schools,

It is that time of year again “TYRENDARRA SHOW”, 14/2/2026. We would love to
see your student’s wonderful creations decorating our wall space again. Our

‘budding artists’ always excitedly point out their drawing/ painting/collages to
their proud families. It is a busy time for you and we appreciate the effort it takes

to support local events and to give your students different opportunities. 

TOPICS this year:

*Machines
* If your school/grade or students would like to enter and would

like a pick up, I have enclosed my contact details. All groups
need to be ready by Friday lunch (13/2/26) so we can get them

displayed.

* Free choice
or

“Different animals we would like to see in the show”.
Maybe ‘Ollie the Octopus’ or an imaginary ‘uptydowny’ in the pet

parade. Free rides on a friendly dragon perhaps. The possibilities are
endless.

Good Luck!

Janetnunn1@hotmail.com


