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Year 10 ADF Presentation  
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Wednesday 27  Mayth

Year 9 English Guest Speaker Scot Gardner 
Hands on Learning Community Project              

Friday 29  May th

Year 7 - 12 Girls GD Football                   

Monday 1  June - Friday 5  Junest th

Dental Van Visit   
Year 7 - 9 Mixed Soccer            
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Highlights 

Portland Secondary College is a Child Safe School

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER



  Jo Kindred,  Principal

Respect CreativitySuccess Resilience

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Already we are well into term 2 and the weather is starting to feel like a Portland winter. I want to
take this opportunity to remind students and parents that although the weather is cold, hoodies
and puffer jackets are not part of our uniform. Students are welcome to wear long sleeved tops
under their shirts, and our soft-shell jackets are very warm. And while I’m writing about uniform,
we also need all students in the correct shoes. All members of our student body are expected to
be wearing the correct shoes as per our uniform policy. This policy states that students should
be wearing black polishable shoes with an enclosed toe. Students wearing black shoes with a

small, coloured logo or stripe on the side, tongue or back will be asked to colour this logo black.
Students wearing open toe sandals, different coloured sneakers or black shoes with large areas
of coloured markings or coloured shoelaces will be issued with a uniform non-compliance note

asking for the situation to be rectified. Please support the College in this endeavour.

Once again, the term has started in a very busy fashion. The Year 11 students have completed
their Mental Health First Aid Training which teaches students how to look out for their mates who
may be experiencing some mental health issues. The College held an Anzac Day ceremony on
the Friday afternoon before Anzac Day to commemorate the fallen with many students joining
the official Anzac Day March on the Saturday with School Captains Gracie Walder and Sienna

Stone laying a wreath. We also had students involved in wreath making for Anzac Day, and
picking the flowers and greenery being used in the Shire’s display.

Year 9 students have completed their individual Morrisby Interviews where they learn about
career paths they would do well in, the Cross Country was held both locally and the next round

in Casterton (results elsewhere in the newsletter), our Senior Vocational Major students
experienced a visit to Portland Alcoa, our student Leadership Team underwent some leadership

training and began work on various projects around the College and the Hands on Learning
students worked with Powerhouse Productions and United Way on the making of a short video

about the work United Way does with the Community. 

The first of the Student Leadership team Projects - Day for Dolly, and the Student Services
Showcase – was held last week with students wearing blue and paying $2.00 for the privilege of
being in casual clothes. The money raised will be going to the Day for Dolly cause. Students also

put together a number of activities highlighting the need to stamp out bullying and also
surveyed the whole school about their experiences of bullying. We will share these results at a

later date and also let you know how much money was raised.

We also farewelled one of our Year 9 students who will leave us for a term to join the Alpine
School for Leadership. We wish Ace O’Brien all the best on his term away. At the same time, it

gives me great pleasure to welcome Khalif Al Bilal, our new Language Assistant who will assist
in Indonesian classes. 



Our Year 11 students attended RYDA, an all day event held at Alexander Park which looks at the
risks associated with driving and this week, our Year 9 Students headed off on their camp to

Geelong which is designed to provide opportunities for students to further develop skills
essential for life as an adult which are not always readily available in the class room, while

also providing opportunities for students to strengthen their feeling of connectedness in a fun
and safe environment. Students will complete a range of activities from tree-top ropes

courses of varying degrees of difficulty to bowling, mini golf and roller skating/blading. There
is a tour around the Gordon TAFE to give students an insight as to the options and related

pathways which exist for them after they finish school. There is also a cultural tour of Geelong
run by The Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation, to further enhance

students' understanding and appreciation of Indigenous perspectives and contributions to
Australia as a whole. I’m sure the students will have had a great time and will come home

tonight very tired.

Over the next fortnight all students will complete the Attitude to School Survey, which tells us
how the students feel about PSC and the teachers. The results of this survey will be available

early next term and we will share them with the school community. There is further
information in this newsletter regarding this survey.









  Alana Nesbit,  Finance Manager

2026 CURRICULUM CONTIBUTIONS
 

Thank you to the families who have made a contribution throughout Term 1. We truly
appreciate the ongoing support of our school community, allowing us to ensure students

receive the best possible resources, support and opportunities during their education.
 

Our Term 2 payment plan is open. This is visible on your Compass dashboard. If you scroll
through the details, you will be given an option of pay in full or pay in contributions.

 
If you have any queries or require assistance, please don't hesitate to contact the General

Office or email accounts@portlandsc.vic.edu.au.

CAMPS, SPORT AND EXCURSIONS
FUND (CSEF)

CSEF REMINDER – Application close 20 June 2026
 

Don’t miss out on receiving $400 Camps, Sports and Excursions funding.  
To be eligible to receive the funding:

Hold a current concession card displaying the students name (a copy required to submit with
application)
Meet special consideration category

 
Please ensure to contact the General Office if you are new to Portland Secondary College or your

family circumstances have changed from last year.



On May 8th, our Year 11 VCE VM PDS class held a successful hot dog lunchtime fundraiser for Do
It For Dolly Day. This initiative, part of our Connecting with Community unit, aimed to raise funds

for anti‑bullying programs.

By coming together, we sparked important conversations about kindness and school safety,
helping ensure PSC remains a place where every student feels protected and heard.

A big thank‑you to our canteen Team Tam and Tressilla for raising additional funds through
their blue cupcake sales, and to the entire school community for supporting this cause and

contributing to meaningful change.

Thank you to Bakers Delight Portland for donating the bread. Mark and co are always happy to
support community and school events.

We are proud to announce that our Do it For Dolly Day fundraiser raised

$646.93!

   Student Services Team

2026 DAY FOR DOLLY

Tania Beard     Nicola Taylor
Michelle Cables
Karin Sandstrom





 Suzanne Patterson - Careers

NATIONAL CAREERS WEEK





 Denis Belden, Education Support

HANDS ON LEARNING

Respect CreativitySuccess Resilience

 Three members of Portland Secondary College’s Hands on Learning program – Addi Newton,
Mason Lindsey and Cody Jackson‑Keiller – have volunteered their time to help one of the

program’s community partners, United Way Glenelg, film a promotional video.

The video is being produced by Powerhouse Productions and will be launched at United Way’s
annual general meeting in late May.

It is a 35‑second snapshot showcasing the many projects United Way Glenelg delivers
throughout the Glenelg Shire.

 One of those projects involves putting together more than 200 Winter Care Packages, which
the HoL class will help pack later this term. These gifts will then be distributed to elderly

residents across the Glenelg Shire.

 This is one of the many ways PSC and the HoL program are connecting our students with the
community.



 Emma Thompson, Music Teacher

VCE MUSIC PERFORMANCE

Respect CreativitySuccess Resilience

Last Tuesday, our VCE Music Performance class treated the school
to a lunchtime performance featuring repertoire they are currently
studying. It was fantastic to see so many staff and students come

along to support them. 

A big thank‑you to Mr Healy for organising this.

Our music department is also working hard to prepare for the
upcoming Warrnambool Eisteddfod in June.



 Denis Belden, Education Support

HANDS ON LEARNING

Respect CreativitySuccess Resilience

Portland Secondary College Year 8 student Toby King works best when using his hands.
To help develop these skills, Toby has been attending a Hands On Project class over the past

12 months, where he has completed projects such as a balsa‑wood plane, a personalised sign
for his bedroom, and a stand for a model boat.

Over the past few weeks, Toby has completed an artwork on wood, which has helped him
connect with his culture.

A feature of the artwork is his favourite trees, the eucalyptus, which have been given texture
through layered cardboard before being painted. The background’s dark sky features The

Emu in the Sky constellation, which holds profound meaning in Aboriginal Dreamtime stories.

Toby is one of several students who attend the Hands On Project classes each week.



 Sue Taylor, Year 11 & 12 Level Leader

YEAR 11 RYDA PRESENTATION

Respect CreativitySuccess Resilience

On Monday 11 May, the Year 11 students attended the Rotary Youth Driver Awareness (RYDA) Road
Safety Event at Alexandra Park. 

Throughout the day, students explored what makes a vehicle safe, examined modern vehicle safety
features, and considered how passengers and external factors can influence the driving experience.

 The day encouraged students to think beyond the mechanics of driving and develop a greater
awareness of safe decision-making on the road.

The program included interactive workshop sessions featuring discussions with police officers, driving
instructors, and crash survivors, providing students with valuable real-life perspectives on road safety.



 Gene Stewart, Artisan Teacher/Hands on
Learning Coordinator

HANDS ON LEARNING
The Portland Secondary College’s Hands on Learning class have been busy making

improvements to their workspace.

The 10 students, who spend each Wednesday with two Education Support staff working on
individual and group projects, spent the past couple of sessions painting their shed – along

the way learning some new skills.

They also created a new basketball ring and backboard, with a particularly arty and colourful
design!

Improvements to the area will continue throughout 2026, with a revamp of the space in front of
the shed to incorporate some paving and redesigned seating.

The improvements to the area reflect the four pillars the Hands on Learning program is based
on: A Place to Belong; People to Belong To; Real Things to Do; and A Chance to Give Back.
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Sam Wells, Outdoor Education Teacher

YEAR 9 OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Respect CreativitySuccess Resilience

 Our Year 9 Outdoor Education class participated in a free first aid and safety session provided
by Surf Victoria and facilitated by Keith Curtain from Go Surf School. 

The session covered how to identify swimmers in danger or drowning, the basics of performing
CPR, and where to find and how to use a defibrillator.

 Although aimed at surfers, this program is highly beneficial for anyone — especially young
people living in coastal towns. 



 Emily Gorey, Physical Education Teacher

PSC CROSS COUNTRY

Respect CreativitySuccess Resilience

Students (and some staff) were spoilt with perfect running conditions earlier in the term as they
took part in this year's cross-country event!

It was great to see so many students competing, including our more experienced runners but
also those who might have been pushed outside their comfort zone.

 Everyone gave their all - congratulations to all who participated and those who cheered on if
they were unable to.





 Donna Bassett, Food Studies Teacher

YEAR 9 FOOD STUDIES
Ms. Turri and Mrs Bassett’s Year 9 Food Tech classes recently made burritos in class using

homemade tortillas. 

This was part of the class focus on sustainability, particularly exploring how to reduce food
waste and packaging waste by using pantry‑staple ingredients to make your own versions of

products we often buy—such as spice mixes, tortillas, and yoghurt. 

YEAR 11 FOOD STUDIES
Year 11s have been investigating bush spices and indigenous foods as 

part of their studies.
Turns out chocolate and wattle seed self saucing pudding is a WINNER!

 Rebecca Gould, Food Studies Teacher



 Emily Gorey, Physical Education Teacher

GD CROSS COUNTRY

Respect CreativitySuccess Resilience

Earlier this week, a PSC team of around 30 athletes attended the GD Cross Country event held in
Casterton.

We had a very successful day, with many of our runners finishing in the top 12 of their age
groups. These athletes will now progress to the GWR Cross Country later this month in

Warrnambool (these results are yet to be finalised).

Congratulations to Year 7 students Lucy Colley and Max Bott, who were both named U13 Age
Champions — an outstanding achievement!



Sue Taylor, VCE Art Teacher 

Our final-year Visual Communication Design (VCD) and Art Making and Exhibiting (AME)
students recently travelled to Melbourne for an immersive educational excursion, gaining a
firsthand look at the state's highest‑achieving student work from 2025. While navigating the

public transport system proved to be tedious, it certainly provided plenty of lively conversation
along the way, and Mr Payne’s fantastic bus driving kept everyone moving safely.

At the Melbourne Museum, VCD students explored the Top Designs exhibition, which
showcased groundbreaking student solutions across four major design fields. This included
environmental design, highlighted by a refugee shelter integrated with a facility‑information

app, alongside diverse works in messages, interactive experiences, and objects.
Simultaneously, our AME students immersed themselves in Top Arts at Federation Square with

a folio viewing and exhibition visit. They then visited Melbourne's premier art galleries,
comparing and contrasting exhibition spaces and curatorial considerations.

Accompanying teachers Mr Payne, Ms Taylor, and Mrs Clark highly praised the group for their
exceptional conduct, curiosity, and professionalism throughout the city. The teaching team

hopes this look at the best portfolios in Victoria inspires the students as they develop their own
final folios. These projects lay the critical groundwork for future tertiary creative studies and

industry career goals.

Sharon Clark, VCE Visual
Comms Teacher 

TOP ARTS AND TOP 
DESIGN TOUR



Library News

Janelle Collins, Teacher Librarian

 
Don’t forget that at PSC everyone has Reading

for 10 minutes after lunch each day – the
library has a variety of books, magazines and

graphic novels available for students and
staff to borrow – there’s surely something for

everyone. 

We regularly add new titles to the collection
and happily accept requests – just see Ms

Collins in the library if there is a book or
magazine you would like to see made

available to the school community.

Recently the Year 7 students have been
becoming familiar with the Library web app

during their Library and Information Skills
sessions, it would be helpful if all students had

access to this, so if your student sends a
request for access, please allow this.

A number of Year 7 students have are making
progress with the Victorian Premiers’ Reading
Challenge, including one reading superstar

who is half way to the goal of 15 books! There
is still time for any other students who would

like to enter.

Next week emails will be sent out to parents
about overdue items, as there are a

significant number of items still needing to be
returned. Some students have items on loan

from 2025 and even earlier. If you could check
at home and send any library books to be
returned, that would be appreciated. If an

item has been lost, it would be appreciated if
the library is notified of this, as it may need to

be replaced so others can borrow.

Happy reading 😊



Elley Foster,  Literacy Support 
                                     Donna Chapman, Numeracy Support

Homework Program



Community News
We love hearing from our community, please

contact us if you have an event or story to share. 

newsletter@portlandsc.vic.edu.au    |   03 5523 1344

Respect Success Resilience Creativity







Contact
pip-p2p@monash.edu 

All parents and teens who complete
surveys will receive e-gift vouchers
(up to $80 for parents, up to $45 for

teens)

Want to support your teen with anxiety
or depression? 

Check out 
Partners in Parenting! 

You will:
Receive one of twoversionsof Partners in Parenting: 

You will be asked to:
 

What is Partners in Parenting?
 

You may be eligible if you:
 

Self-guided version (explore the online program at
your own pace)
Peer-guided version (paired with a ‘PiP Coach’ who
has lived experience of caring for a teenager with
mental health challenges)

Complete some surveys at3 time points over 12 months
Complete up to 10 online modules, weekly
If you receive the peer-guided version of the program,
complete up to 10 coaching sessions with a PiP Coach, via
videoconferencing

are an adultcaringfor ateenaged12-
17 years
are concerned about your teen’s
anxiety or depression
can read, write, hear, and speak English
have regular internet access
live in Victoria

Evidence-based, onlineprogram designed tohelp
build your skills and confidence to support your
teen’s mental health
Covers parenting challenges such as
communication, managing strong emotions,
boundaries, conflicts, and staying involved in your
teen’s life while they navigate their independence

MUHREC Ethics ID: 46221

p2p.partnersinparenting.com.au/





Schools are invited to participate in an upcoming Bus Safety Month in
May initiative proudly supported by the School Welfare Action Group 

(SWAG), Glenelg Youth Network (GLYN), and Portland Blue Light.
This initiative aims to promote safe behaviours, awareness, and 

respectful conduct for students travelling to and from school by bus.
Using the BusVic Safe Bus Travel guidelines, we are encouraging
students to think about how they can contribute to a safer journey 

for themselves and others.

As part of this program, we are running a student competition across year levels:
Foundation – Grade 2: Colouring-in competition

Grade 3 – 4: Colouring-in competition (more detailed design)
Grade 5 – 6 & Secondary: Create-your-own bus safety poster

Secondary School : Year 7,8,9 and then 10,11,12

Themes include but are not limited to:
Staying safe near roads and bus stops

Respecting the bus driver and other passengers
Safe crossing behaviours

Looking out for others

Prizes:
 A $50 prize will be awarded to one winner in each age category.

Please see the following colouring sheet/poster templates.

Returning completed entries by May 25th to students schools or to the Portland Police
Station.

Winners can be announced at the conclusion of the event.

BUS SAFETY MONTH IN MAY
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