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TERM 3 WEEK 5

Highlights 

Portland Secondary College is a Child Safe School

IMPORTANT DATES

Wednesday 12  -Friday 14  August th th

 2027 Year 11 Interviews

Wednesday 19  Augustth

Year 7 - 12 Netball Championships

Friday 21  Augustst

Year 7 Indonesian Indepenence Day Celebration

Monday 24  - Friday 28  August th th

Book Week 

Wednesday 12  Augustth

Year 9/10 Boys Basketball - Ballarat
2026 Indonesia Trip Compulsory Final Family Meeting
5:30pm - 6:30pm (GLC)

Friday 28  August th

Book Week Dress Up Day
Wear It Purple Day ($2 donation for those in purple)



 Jo Kindred, Principal 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Term 3 is well underway and, as usual, there have been many opportunities for students to
get involved in a whole range of activities and sports as well as completing work in their
lessons. Since the last newsletter was released our Year 8 students have returned from a
very successful camp in Adelaide where they spent four action packed days, visiting
museums, playing mini golf, participating in tree climbing adventures, and shopping
amongst other things. Despite having to navigate some fairly ordinary weather, the campers
returned to Portland happy and tired.

Our Year 9 students participated in Explorer Day at South West TAFE in Portland where they
had the opportunity to try a vocational subject out for the day. Choices included
participating in Health and Community Services, Early Childhood Education,
Electrotechnology and Engineering. Once they had explored the TAFE course, students were
given the opportunity to go and visit a related industry to see what related jobs look like in
the workforce. It’s a great way for students to start exploring options in careers they may be
interested in pursuing.

It’s been a busy week for our Seniors. Over the past fortnight both Year 11 and year 12
students have hosted a ‘global’ birthday party to celebrate the birthdays of everyone in the
year level and students have also enjoyed attending Portland Secondary College’s Inaugral
Formal. This was a chance to get all glammed up and enjoy a dance at the Yacht Club. This
week, our seniors will celebrate ‘Christmas in August’ so I look forward to seeing some great
festive outfits.

Speaking of costumes, it is time to start getting ready for Book Week. Book Week will be
celebrated in the last week of August with Book Dress Up day to be held on Friday the 28th of
August. Students will be able to come in casual clothes that day – either dressed as a
specific book character or in purple as we are also showing our support for LGBTQIA Youth.
Dressing in casual on the day, preferably in purple, will cost students $2.00 as a fundraiser to
support these students in our College.

Pathways interviews were also held this week with students currently in Year 9 and 10.
Students and families to discuss their subject selections for next year. Subject handbooks
were also released on Compass. After the pathways interviews, all students were asked to
select their subjects for 2027. Students wanting to move from year 10 to Vocational Major in
Year 11 will be required to attend an additional interview and undergo a selection process as
places in this program are limited. We will now move to making our selections of which
subjects will run in 2027 and allocating student to their preferred choices.



The College was forced to start the term down one teacher but I am very pleased to
announce that we have been successful in securing the employment of an experienced
Maths and Science Teacher. Mr Michael Tolliday has joined the PSC team as has Mr Dave
Storer who has joined the Disability Inclusion Team and will also assist with our Hands On
Learning Program. 

Kids Under Cover administers the DFFH Student Scholarship Program, which helps students
and families with the costs associated with education. The Student Scholarship Program is
designed to assist young people living in public or community housing, or those at risk of
homelessness, by providing the support they need to stay engaged in education and
achieve their full potential. The Program is for young people studying Year 11 or Year 12, or the
TAFE equivalent, in the 2027 academic year. Scholarships are valued at $1,100 and can be
used to cover educational expenses including, but not limited to, uniforms, textbooks, public
transport, computers and laptops. Applications for scholarships for the 2027 academic year
are open as of Monday 13 July 2026 and close on Friday 21 August 2026. To view the eligibility
criteria, program details, and apply, please visit the Kids Under Cover website.

Finally, it is nearly the time to run our annual Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey
offered by the Department of Education for 2026. The survey is designed to assist schools in
gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student behavior, and
student engagement. The survey is optional, but we encourage and appreciate your
participation. Our school will use the survey results to assist in identifying areas for
improvement and professional development needs in the school, to target school planning
and improvement strategies. The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will be open
online from Monday 17th of August to Friday 18th of September 2026. All families are invited
to participate in the survey. The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to
complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time on desktop computers, laptops,
tablets or smartphones. 

As an incentive for parents to complete the survey, PSC will provide students with a $5.00
canteen voucher for each completed survey. Parents are asked to take a screen shot of
the ‘finished screen’ when they have finished the survey and email that to
Joanne.Kindred@education.vic.gov.au indicating their child’s name. Ms Kindred will then
give your child a $5.00 voucher for the Canteen.

We really do value your feedback so please take the time to complete the survey when it
opens Log on information for the survey will be available on Compass from Monday 17th of
August.
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📢 Uniform Reminder for Students and Parents/Carers ||

A friendly reminder to students and parents/carers that Portland Secondary College has a
uniform policy that all students are expected to follow. This policy can be found on the

College website or in your child's student planner.

✅ Students attending PSC are expected to wear the full College uniform at all times.
❌ Hoodies and tracksuit pants are not part of the College uniform and should not be worn

to school.

If students require extra warmth, they may wear a white, black or navy long-sleeved top
underneath their College T-shirt.

It is the responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their child attends school in the correct
uniform each day. Your support in this area is greatly appreciated and assists staff by

reducing the amount of uniform monitoring and follow-up required.

Uniform items can be purchased from Squidlydids, located on Percy Street, Portland. A full list
of approved uniform items is available on their website:

https://www.squidlydids.com.au/.../portland-secondary.../

If you require assistance with purchasing uniform items, please contact our general office.

Thank you for your ongoing support in maintaining the high standards and positive
presentation of Portland Secondary College. 





Does it matter if your student misses a day here and there?

Does it make a difference if they "just take a day off"?

YES, IT DOES!

Attendance matters at PSC - YOUR student's attendance matters!

Every day your child misses' school is a day of missed learning.

One missed day a week equates to 40 days a year of missed learning.

Please make sure your child attends school every day.

We have attendance officers for each Year level who will make calls home regarding student
absences.

If your child does need to be absent from school, it is the responsibility of the parent/guardian
to make contact with the school to provide the reason for the absence. This can be done by

calling our general office 5523 1344 or via your parental Compass app.



A reminder that the Victorian Government and Department of Education have banned mobile
phones at all government schools. Students may bring phones due to travel needs, but they
must be stored in locked lockers for the entire day. Phones are not to be in pockets, bags, or

pencil cases. If a phone is seen or detected, it will be collected in line with government
regulations.

This rule also applies when arriving and leaving—please wait until you are off school grounds
before using your phone.

Any collected phone will be secured at the General Office, and parents will be contacted to
pick it up. Failure to hand over a phone when asked will result in suspension from the year

level manager.













PRINCIPALS DAY

Friday 7 August 2026 - Principals' Day
Today, we recognise the exceptional work of our three principals, Ms Kindred, Ms Mitchell and

Mr Payne. Their leadership and dedication to their staff, students and the entire PSC
community do not go unnoticed.

Thank you all, and enjoy your treats!



 
 SAVE THE DATES 

Parents/Guardians and students, please note the following important dates regarding subject
pathways for 2027.

It is important that students and families attend interviews and information sessions to stay
informed and make well-considered subject choices.

With our Pathway Information Night now complete, attention now turns to the next step in the
subject selection process.

👨‍👩‍👧 Wednesday 12 August – Friday 14 August – Year 11 (2027) VM Interviews. Interview times will
be communicated via Compass after subject selections. Students and a parent/guardian are
welcome to attend.

👨‍👩‍👧 Monday 7 September – Students receive their 2027 subject choices via student email. Any
changes or clashes must be addressed during that week in consultation with
parents/guardians.

👨‍👩‍👧 Friday 18 September – Parent/Teacher Interviews (Years 7–12, 2026). Interviews can be
made via Compass.

Questions can be directed to:
Assistant Principal Ms Kirsten Mitchell – Kirsten.Mitchell@education.vic.gov.au
Assistant Principal Mr Colin Payne – Colin.Payne@education.vic.gov.au
☎️ General Office: (03) 5523 1344 

2027 YEAR 9, 10 & 11 PATHWAYS

 Kirsten Mitchell, Assistant Principal
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SENIOR SCHOOL FORMAL

 Sue Taylor, Year 11 & 12 Level Leader

Year 11 and 12 students held their inaugural Senior School Formal on Friday night at the Portland
Angling Club.

A wonderful night enjoyed by staff and students who attended.

Thank you to all who worked behind the scenes to prepare for an amazing night of fun.









Dakota Robinson - Year 8 Level Leader

YEAR 8 CAMP - ADELAIDE
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Last week, Year 8 students braved an 8-hour trip and some torrential rain as they headed
towards Adelaide for camp. After a long bus trip, students arrived at Glenelg Beach to play

arcade games at The Beach House, with both students and teachers becoming quite
competitive over the games and dodgem cars.

On our second day, students visited the South Australian Museum, where they saw a giant
squid, a variety of animals (stuffed and digital), and artefacts from Indigenous cultures across

Australia and the Pacific Islands. Students then headed to MOD. (the Museum of Discovery),
where the exhibits focused on ever-changing ideas and their expansion. This included fully
immersive, interactive displays that explored how these ideas may influence the future and

the next century.

For dinner, it was off to Holey Moley, where students again flexed their competitive skills, this
time through mini golf! Some very strict rules were enforced, and points were counted

meticulously before everyone enjoyed a dinner of pizza.

The highlight for many students was Day 3: TreeClimb Adventures, where students got to climb
through the trees, swing on zip lines, and push themselves out of their comfort zones, all before

heading to Rundle Mall for the second half of the day. Students spent a large portion of the
afternoon shopping and accessing stores they do not get to visit in Portland, mainly shops

they would otherwise only buy from online.

Students then cleaned their cabins, got ready for the trip home, and filed back onto the bus for
a tired journey home, with a stop at the Penola Bakery along the way.

Year 8 students were resilient, respectful, and represented PSC exceptionally well throughout
the camp. Their willingness to give everything a go and consistently show the best versions of

themselves was fantastic to see.

A big thank you to Mr Payne for driving the minibus; Miss Gonen, Mr Cumming, Miss Arthur, and
Mrs Harrison for their work with their mentor groups; and to Paul and Gene for their assistance

and support of all students across the four days.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY YEAR 11 & 12's!

 Sue Taylor, Year 11 & 12 Level Leader

Our Year 11 and 12 students recently held a birthday party to celebrate all of their
birthdays!

For our Year 12 students, this will be their last birthday as a secondary school
student!



 

Suzanne Patterson, Careers

YEAR 9 EXPLORER DAY
Our Year 9 students recently spent the day at South West TAFE in Portland, where they had the

opportunity to choose and participate in a Vocational Education and Training (VET) activity.
Options included: Health and Community Services, Early Childhood Education,

Electrotechnology and Engineering.

Later in the day, they also took part in an industry tour, providing valuable insight into a range
of career pathways and workplace environments.

Days like this give students the opportunity to explore and learn about possible future career
pathways, helping them make informed decisions about their education, training, and future

goals.



 

Andrew Prentice, VCE VM Teacher

YEAR 11 PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
As part of Year 11 PDS Unit 2 - Connecting with Community, our VCE VM students will be

welcoming guest speakers every week from now until the end of term.

Year 11 student Kaidan Saunders-Smith invited local business owner Mitch Riddell to speak to
his class as part of his studies to discuss the importance of community connections.

Mitch, who owns Portland Boxing & Fitness, spoke about growing up in Portland, his
background, and the experiences that led him to the industry he is involved in today.

Well done to Kaidan for interviewing Mitch and organising his visit to the College.

Thank you to Mitch for generously giving up his time to connect with and inspire our students.



Portland District Health Education Manager Casey Eichler delivered an informative session to
VCE VM Personal Development Skills students, focusing on career opportunities, local

employment pathways, and the value of community service. 

Casey explained how modern job descriptions reflect key workplace expectations, including
the teamwork and communication skills that are vital in the health sector.

Well done to Carol Giacomin and Jayde Kelly for organising this valuable opportunity and
inviting Casey to share her knowledge, experience, and wisdom with the class!



 

Adrian Porter, Year 9 Level Leader

YEAR 9 PARTY READY
This week, our Year 9 students participated in the Party Ready Program, delivered by St John

Ambulance Victoria. The program is designed to equip young people with practical life-saving
skills, including first aid, CPR, and strategies for responding safely and responsibly to high-risk

situations that may arise in social settings.

Students engaged in a range of hands-on learning experiences that helped build their
confidence, strengthen their decision-making skills, and develop their ability to assist others in
an emergency. Discussions also explored the effects of drugs commonly encountered in social

settings, alcohol content in different drinks, blood alcohol concentration (BAC), and how to
recognise and respond appropriately to high-risk situations.

In addition, students learned positive ways to support friends and peers experiencing mental
health challenges, while gaining an understanding of the impact that drugs and alcohol can
have on decision-making and personal safety. The program provided valuable knowledge

and practical skills that students can carry with them throughout their lives. 



 

Suzanne Patterson, Careers

SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIP 
OR TRAINEESHIP - INFORMATION NIGHTS

Headstart are running 2 local information sessions in Warrnambool that are designed to
support students and families who may be considering commencing a School-Based

Apprenticeship or Traineeship.





Library News 

Janelle Collins, Teacher Librarian

BOOK WEEK 
DRESS UP DAY

FRIDAY 28
AUGUST

TH

Don’t forget that Reading happens every day after lunch, so make sure you take along
something to read at this time – lots of variety is available!

Book Week is at the end of the month and dress up day is on Friday 28th August. We’re looking
forward to seeing lots of students and staff dressed up as book characters showing off their

costumes at recess in the J Wing. Prizes will be awarded for best dressed. 

A reminder to everyone that the Library web app (under the star menu on Compass) gives
access to a number of useful resources 24/7. Click the ‘log in via SSO’ button, then use your
@schools email address and password if prompted. Most students should have been given
these early this term, but Year 7 students will receive theirs during their Library & Information

Skills sessions.

Once in the Library web app you can see any books you have on loan, you can reserve books
and also access the World Book online, Echo online and the PSC eBook and audiobook library.
If you would like help with any of these, just pop into the library for assistance. If any parents

have not yet given their Year 7 permission to access this, please do so. 

We regularly add new titles to the collection, and happily accept requests – just see Ms Collins
or send an email if there is a book or magazine you would like to see made available to the

school community. Some recent additions include Australian fishing magazines, to add to the
many books purchased in the last year for our keen fishers. 

One title that many students have been eagerly awaiting is Heartstopper 6, which was
released during the holidays, and due to keen interest, more copies will be available next
week. If you miss out, you can still reserve a copy, you will be notified when one becomes

available.
 

Happy reading 😊



NEW RELEASE
ALERT!

Heartstopper



HOMEWORK CLUB

Donna Chapman - Numeracy Support
Elley Foster - Literacy Support
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EVERYONE WELCOME!



Andrew Prentice, Co-Coach

YEAR 7 - 10 SOCCER
District Soccer Success at Pedrina Park!

On Friday, 17th July, PSC students travelled to Pedrina Park in Hamilton for the district Years 7–
10 Boys and Girls Soccer tournament. Competing against schools from across the region, our

teams demonstrated outstanding skill and determination on the pitch.

Our Year 7–8 squad delivered a fantastic performance to earn themselves a well-deserved
spot in the next round.  Meanwhile, the Year 9–10 team finished the day completely

undefeated, driven by starring efforts from Declan Botica and Zayne Medina.

Congratulations to all players for representing Portland Secondary College so proudly, and
best of luck in the next round!

Unfortunately for our junior squad, the next stage of the competition, which they had
progressed to and was scheduled to take place today, was cancelled yesterday due to a lack

of team numbers.



Rebecca Gould, PE Teacher

YEAR 9 PE
As part of their studies in Term 3, our Year 9 PE students have been participating in lawn

bowls.

A big thank you to the Portland Memorial Bowling Club for hosting us and providing valuable
advice, techniques, and tips to help our students develop their skills.
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Scholarships Available 
Up to $30,000 to help young people from single-parent households succeed in tertiary

education. 

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN
Education can change a life. 

For some young people, the decision to continue into tertiary education isn’t about ambition. 
It’s about affordability. 

Course fees, textbooks, technology, transport, housing and everyday living costs can place higher
education out of reach, particularly for young people from single-parent households who often face

additional financial and practical barriers to pursuing further study. 

The Michael Schmaedicke Scholarship has been established through a generous bequest from the
late Mr Michael Schmaedicke to help remove those barriers. 

The scholarship provides financial support of up to $30,000 over a maximum of three years,
alongside mentoring and ongoing support from Youth Off The Streets, helping young people focus on

building a positive future through education. 

What does the scholarship include?
Up to $30,000 over three years towards tuition and course fees, plus approved educational and
essential living costs that support the recipient’s tertiary education goals. 
Optional mentoring support with professionals from a range of industries. 
Ongoing guidance and check-ins from the Youth Off The Streets Scholarships team throughout
the recipient’s scholarship journey.

Who can apply?
Applicants must: 

be 21 years of age or under at the time of application 
come from a single-parent household 
have a defined tertiary education goal 
demonstrate potential to benefit from the scholarship and achieve their educational goals 

Applicants don’t need to be enrolled in a tertiary course when they apply for the scholarship. However,
they need to show clear intent to pursue higher education and have a realistic pathway planned to get

there. 

KEY DATES
Applications open: 30 July 2026 

Applications close: 31 August 2026 
Successful applicants will be notified following assessment by the selection committee. 

A scholarship with a specific purpose
The Michael Schmaedicke Scholarship is independent from Youth Off The Streets’ National

Scholarship Program, with different eligibility criteria and separate funding through a dedicated one-
off bequest from the estate of Michael Schmaedicke. 



The scholarship has been dedicated specifically to young people from single-parent households
pursuing tertiary education. 

 
 Know someone who should apply?

 
 If you work with, teach, mentor or support a young person who may be eligible, we encourage

you to share this opportunity. 

Nominations must be made by the young person themselves; however, assistance in completing
the nomination is encouraged and is your opportunity to help a young person follow their

dreams. 
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